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By Kunle Awosiyan

A
 Professor of 
Pathology 
and former 

President of the 
Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA), 
Dr Francis Faduyile, 
h a s  a d v i s e d  
renowned author 
C h i m a m a n d a  
Ngozi Adichie to 
formally petition 
the Medical and 
Dental Council of 
Nigeria (MDCN) 
over the death of 
her son, Nkanu.
Dr Faduyile made 
t h e  c a l l  w h i l e  
reacting to media 
r e p o r t s  
surrounding the 
c h i l d ' s  d e a t h ,  
stressing that the 
MDCN is statutorily 
empowered to  
i n v e s t i g a t e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
m e d i c a l  
n e g l i g e n c e  
involving licensed 
practitioners.
A d i c h i e  h a d  
accused a Lagos-
based hospital, 
E u r a c a r e ,  o f  
n e g l i g e n c e ,  
a l l e g i n g  i n  a  
leaked pr ivate  
message that the 
h o s p i t a l ' s  
anaesthesiologist 
acted “criminally 
negligently” in the 
care of her 21-
month-old son. The 
h o s p i t a l  h a s  
d e n i e d  t h e  
allegations in a 
public statement.
The author has 
s i n c e  i n i t i a t e d  
legal action, while 
the Lagos State 
Government has 
o r d e r e d  a n  
investigation into 
the circumstances 
surrounding the 
death.
While sympathising 
with the family, Dr 
F a d u y i l e  

Chinamanda: Petition Medical and 
Dental Council, medics advise

cautioned against 
d r a w i n g  
conclusions before 
a comprehensive 
invest igat ion i s  
concluded.
“I am not sure Mrs 
A d i c h i e  h a s  
f o r m a l l y  
approached the 
MDCN, which is in 
the best position to 
handle allegations 
of  profess ional  
misconduct,” he 
said.
“ T h e r e  a r e  
established rules, 
procedures and 
penalties for erring 
m e d i c a l  
personnel. A panel 
o f  exper t s  w i l l  
invest igate the 
m a t t e r  a n d  
interact with all 
parties involved.” 
According to him, 
where negligence 
is established such 
as inappropriate 
drug dosage or 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  
misconduct, the 
MDCN has the 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  
impose sanctions, 
i n c l u d i n g  
s u s p e n s i o n  o r  
r e m o v a l  o f  a  

p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  
name from the 
medical register.
“ W e  m u s t  b e  
c a r e f u l  a b o u t  
m e d i a  t r i a l s .  
Scientists do not 
rely on isolated 
incidents without 
p r o p e r  
investigation. The 
process is clearly 
l a i d  o u t ,  a n d  
Nigerians should 
allow it to run its 
c o u r s e , ”  h e  
added.
Faduyile explained 
that adverse drug 
reactions do not 
always result from 
o v e r d o s e  o r  
e x p i r e d  
m e d i c a t i o n ,  
n o t i n g  t h a t  
hypersens i t i v i ty  
r e a c t i o n s  c a n  
occur even when 
correct dosages 
are administered.
“Many drugs react 
d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  
different bodies. 
D o s a g e  i s  
calculated on a 
patient-by-patient 
b a s i s ,  a n d  
sometimes it is the 
body's reaction 
not necessar i ly  

negligence that 
l e a d s  t o  
complications,” he 
said.
He stressed that 
the MDCN exists 
primarily to protect 
the public, not 
m e d i c a l  
practitioners, and 

u rged that  a l l  
a l legat ions  be  
formally reported.
“I have served on 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  
c o m m i t t e e s .  
D o c t o r s  h a v e  
been suspended 
and struck off the 
r e g i s t e r  f o r  

negligence. This 
does not mean 
Nigerian doctors 
are bad. Many are 
doing excellent 
work under very 
d i f f i c u l t  
condit ions,” he 
said.

Chimamanda Adichie

Roberts
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Chinamanda: Petition Medical and 
Dental Council, medics advise

On Adichie's legal 
action, Faduyile 
affirmed her right 
to seek justice but 
advised restraint.
“There are two 
l e v e l s :  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  
process through 
the MDCN and 
t h e  c r i m i n a l  
process through 
t h e  c o u r t s .  
I d e a l l y ,  t h e  
MDCN process 
should come first. 
I f  t h e  
complainant is 
dissatisfied, the 
cour t s  remain  
open.”
He noted that 
proceedings of 
the Medical and 
D e n t a l  
D i s c i p l i n a r y  
Committee are 
accessible, and 
t h a t  d o c t o r s  
u n d e r  
investigation may 
be suspended 
p e n d i n g  t h e  
outcome.
Also speaking, a 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
expert, Professor 
Alero Roberts ,  
descr ibed the 
death as tragic 
a n d  d e e p l y  
painful.
“ A s  a  
grandmother, the 
pain is double. I 
feel the grief of a 
m o t h e r .  I t  i s  
mournful,” she 
said.
R o b e r t s ,  w h o  
o v e r s e e s  
paediatric care 
a t  t h e  L a g o s  
U n i v e r s i t y  
Teaching Hospital 
( L U T H ) ,  s a i d  
deaths of young 
chi ldren often 
reflect systemic 
failures in Nigeria's 
health sector.
“There are gaps in 

p e r s o n n e l ,  
infrastructure and 
response time. 
There should be 
an independent 
investigation into 
the death of this 
child,” she said.
She expressed 
c o n c e r n  o v e r  
de lays  i n  the  
health system, 
w a r n i n g  t h a t  
seemingly minor 
i l l n e s s e s  c a n  
escalate rapidly.
“ The  sy s temic  
failures are many 
and grievous. The 
p a i n  i s  
unimaginable,” 
s h e  a d d e d ,  
describing the 
incident as an 
i n d i c t m e n t  o f  
b r o a d e r  
h e a l t h c a r e  
challenges."
While calling for 
stronger medical 
ethics t raining 

n a t i o n w i d e ,  
R o b e r t s  a l s o  
advised Adichie 
t o  f o r m a l l y  
approach the 
MDCN.
“The council can 
only act when a 
report is officially 
submitted by the 
affected party,” 
she said.
S p e a k i n g  o n  
a l l e g a t i o n s  
surrounding the 
administration of 
P r o p o f o l ,  a n  
anaesthetist, Dr 
S e y i  O y e s o l a ,  
c a u t i o n e d  
a g a i n s t  
p r e m a t u r e  
conclusions.
“ I t  w o u l d  b e  
u n f a i r  t o  
conclude that 
the anaesthetist 
a c t e d  
improperly. Such 
d i r e c t  
condemnat ion 

c o u l d  
compromise the 
integrity of the 
investigation,” he 
said.
“A great deal is 
missing because 
the public does 
n o t  f u l l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  
anaesthesia, yet 
there is extensive 
c o m m e n t a r y  
a b o u t  i t .  
Anaesthesia is not 
just about putting 
patients to sleep; 
i t s  s u c c e s s  
u n d e r p i n s  
modern surgery.”
According to him, 
a n a e s t h e s i a  
spans virtually all 
a s p e c t s  o f  
medicine, noting 
that  in fo rmed 
c o n s e n t  i s  
m a n d a t o r y  
b e f o r e  
administering it.
“ B e f o r e  

e n g a g i n g  a  
p a t i e n t ,  a n  
anaesthetist must 
obtain informed 
consent from the 
patient or the 
family, because 
k n o w n  
compl icat ions,  
though rare may 
include death,” 
he said.
He added that 
risks associated 
with anaesthesia 
h a v e  b e e n  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
m i t i g a t e d  i n  
Nigeria due to 
i m p r o v e d  
monitoring and 
safety standards.
Dr Oyesola also 
advised Adichie 
t o  c o n s i d e r  
l o d g i n g  a  
complaint with 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  
S o c i e t y  o f  
Anaesthetists as 
part of the review 

process.
M e a n w h i l e ,  
Euracare Hospital 
has confi rmed 
t h a t  i t s  l e g a l  
representatives 
have issued a 
formal notice in 
response to the 
allegations.
A constitutional 
l a w y e r  a n d  
former President 
of the Nigerian 
Bar Association 
( N B A ) ,  O l i s a  
Agbakoba (SAN), 
has previous ly 
disclosed that he 
h a s  h a n d l e d  
n u m e r o u s  
m e d i c a l  
negligence cases 
i n  N i g e r i a ,  
h i g h l i g h t i n g  
growing public 
c o n c e r n  o v e r  
accountability in 
h e a l t h c a r e  
delivery.

Continued from page 2

Faduyile Oyesola
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he Lagos State 

TP a r k s  a n d  

Gardens Agency 

( L A S P A R K )  h a s  

a n n o u n c e d  t h e  

temporary closure of all 

public parks under its 

management across 

the state to enable 

routine maintenance 

and upgrade works.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  

LASPARK disclosed that 

the affected parks will 

be closed to the public 

from January 12 to 

January  31 ,  2026,  

following increased 

usage du r ing  the  

recent festive season.

The closure affects 

popular recreational 

centres such as Ndubisi 

Kanu Park, Alausa JJT 

P a r k ,  D r .  F i n n i h  

A b a y o m i  P a r k ,  

Oregun, and all other 

LASPARK-managed 

parks across Lagos 

State.

Accord ing  to  the  

A g e n c y ,  t h e  

temporary shutdown is 

necessary to carry out 

essential landscaping, 

facility repairs, and 

general upgrades to 

e n s u r e  t h e  p a r k s  

remain safe, clean and 

enjoyable for residents 

and visitors.

L A S P A R K  a s s u r e d  

Lagosians that the 

maintenance exercise 

i s  p a r t  o f  i t s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

p r o v i d i n g  w e l l -

mainta ined green 

spaces that promote 

relaxation, wellness 

and environmental 

sustainability.

T
he Lagos State 

Env i ronmenta l  

P r o t e c t i o n  

Agency (LASEPA) has 

h e l d  i t s  A n n u a l  

P e r f o r m a n c e  

Appraisal and Media 

P a r l e y ,  w i t h  t h e  

General Manager, Dr. 

Babatunde A jay i ,  

e n g a g i n g  m e d i a  

representatives and 

key stakeholders on 

t h e  A g e n c y ' s  

achievements in 2025 

a nd  i t s  s t ra teg i c  

direction for 2026.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  

sess ion,  Dr .  A jay i  

described 2025 as a 

landmark year for 

LASEPA, noting that 

v i r t u a l l y  a l l  

d e p a r t m e n t s  

recorded significant 

milestones. He said it 

would be impossible 

t o  t e l l  t h e  

environmental story of 

Lagos State without 

acknowledging the 

Agency's central role 

i n  d r i v i n g  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

a d v o c a c y ,  

r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  

enforcement across 

the state.

According to him, 

e f f e c t i v e  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

remains essential not 

only for institutional 

visibility but also for 

ensuring that critical 

information reaches 

t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  

st imulates posit ive 

behavioural change. 

He explained that the 

parley was designed 

t o  p r o v i d e  a  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

review of LASEPA's 

2025 activities, while 

c l e a r l y  o u t l i n i n g  

expectat ions  and 

operational goals for 

2026.

“Setting clear goals 

makes it easier to 

m e a s u r e  

performance at the 

end of the year,” Dr. 

A j a y i  s a i d ,  w h i l e  

u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  

pivotal role of the 

m e d i a  i n  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

governance.

H e  i d e n t i f i e d  

enforcement as a 

core pillar of LASEPA's 

mandate, disclosing 

that  the  Agency  

c a r r i e d  o u t  2 4 4  

enforcement actions 

across Lagos State in 

2025. These covered 

re l ig ious  cent res ,  

h o s p i t a l i t y  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  

warehouses, markets, 

hotels, and residential 

households. He noted 

t h a t  w h i l e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

compliance is often 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

corporate entities, 

households also bear 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

responsibilities which 

L A S E P A  e n f o r c e s  

where violations are 

identified.

O n  i n d u s t r i a l  

monitoring, Dr. Ajayi 

revealed that LASEPA 

intensified oversight of 

critical sectors, with 

particular focus on the 

O j o t a  C h e m i c a l  

Market, one of the 

largest chemical hubs 

in Lagos. He explained 

t h a t  r e g u l a t i n g  

chemical handling is a 

strategic step toward 

curbing food fraud 

a n d  m i t i g a t i n g  

environmental and 

public health risks.

W o r k i n g  i n  

collaboration with the 

N a t i o n a l  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

S t a n d a r d s  a n d  

R e g u l a t i o n s  

Enforcement Agency 

(NESREA) ,  LASEPA 

e n s u r e d  t h a t  

chemical handlers 

w e r e  p r o p e r l y  

r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  

compliant with safety 

standards, preventing 

i l l ega l  access  to  

h a z a r d o u s  

s u b s t a n c e s .  

“Protecting public 

health remains our top 

priority,” he stated.

Addressing electronic 

waste and lead-acid 

b a t t e r y  

management, the 

General  Manager 

recalled the widely 

r e p o r t e d  l e a d  

poisoning incident in 

Ogijo earlier in the 

year. He noted that 

L a g o s  S t a t e  h a d  

proactively mitigated 

s i m i l a r  r i s k s  b y  

relocating improperly 

operated lead-acid 

recycling facilities, 

adding that  on ly  

licensed collectors are 

now permitted to 

operate under strict 

regulatory control.

Dr. Ajayi disclosed that 

i n  2 0 2 5 ,  L A S E P A  

received a total of 

8,437 environmental 

complaints, with noise 

pollution accounting 

for  approximately 

3 , 3 0 0  c a s e s ,  

representing about 

one-third of all reports. 

He explained that the 

Agency adopts a 

g r a d u a t e d  

e n f o r c e m e n t  

a p p r o a c h ,  o f t e n  

issuing first and second 

w a r n i n g s  b e f o r e  

s e a l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

noting that many 

violators comply after 

initial engagement.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  

commun i ty -based 

interventions, he cited 

the introduction of 

smokeless fish kilns in 

t h e  A g o - E g u n ,  

I laje–Bariga fishing 

community as a major 

succes s .  He  sa id  

p r o l o n g e d  f i s h  

s m o k i n g  h a d  

previously degraded 

a i r  q u a l i t y  a n d  

affected the health 

and productivity of 

women and children. 

The modern smokeless 

k i l n s ,  h e  n o t e d ,  

improved efficiency, 

reduced emissions, 

e n h a n c e d  f o o d  

safety, and increased 

income by boosting 

production capacity. 

T w o  k i l n s  w e r e  

deployed in 2025, with 

plans to introduce four 

or five additional units 

in 2026, subject to 

c o m m u n i t y  

a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  

partnerships.

On publ ic heal th 

support,  Dr.  Ajayi  

explained that LASEPA 

collaborated with the 

Lagos State Ministry of 

Health and other 

stakeholders to collect 

and analyse water 

samples,  interpret 

findings, and treat 

w a t e r  s o u r c e s ,  

s u p p o r t i n g  e a r l y  

d e t e c t i o n  a n d  

prevention of cholera 

outbreaks.

He further disclosed 

t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  

L A S E P A – U N I D O  

cholera prevention 

initiative, funded by a 

¥225,000 grant from 

the Government of 

J a p a n  t h r o u g h  

UNIDO, the Agency 

distributed 223 food 

and water vendor kits 

across 12 markets, 

b e n e f i t i n g  7 7 0  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  

t a r g e t e d  l o c a l  

government areas, 

including Ikorodu, 

Lagos Island, Lagos 

Mainland, Alimosho, 

Ojo, and Kosofe.

D r .  A j a y i  a l s o  

h ighl ighted major  

strides in air quality 

management, citing 

collaborations with 

t h e  A i r  Q u a l i t y  

Monitoring Research 

Group (AQMRG), the 

University of Lagos, 

AirQo of Makerere 

University, and C40 

African Cities under 

the AC4A Initiative. 

These partnerships 

e n a b l e d  t h e  

deployment of low-

cost air quality sensors 

a c r o s s  L a g o s ,  

development of a 

greenhouse gas and 

air quality emissions 

LASEPA Reviews 2025 Milestones, 
Unveils Strategic Priorities for 2026 

LASPARK Announces
Temporary Closure 
of Public Parks 

i nvento ry ,  hea l th  

impact assessments, 

a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

monitoring.

He disclosed that 

LASEPA completed 

114 sensor installations 

in 2025, comprising 32 

AirQo units, 18 Airly 

units, 55 MIRI sensors, 

two AQMesh sensors, 

one Kunak sensor, and 

six Clarity sensors.

Dr. Ajayi concluded 

by reaffirming the 

A g e n c y ' s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

pr io r i t i s ing  pub l ic  

health, environmental 

sustainability, and the 

protection of lives and 

livelihoods of Lagos 

residents. He also 

e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

collaboration with the 

m e d i a  a n d  

stakeholders to build a 

cleaner, healthier, 

and more resilient 

Lagos in 2026.
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A
 16-year-old 

s t u d e n t ,  

Oluwatariiresi

mi Agbeyangi, has 

donated essent ia l  

baby items, including 

diapers and baby 

wipes ,  to  Senator  

Oluremi Tinubu Primary 

Healthcare Centre in 

Ikoyi-Obalende Local 

Council Development 

Area (LCDA), in Lagos 

S t a t e ,  u n d e r  h e r  

initiative, “The Cradle 

Project.”

T h e  d o n a t i o n ,  

presented over the 

weekend, was aimed 

at supporting newborn 

babies, young mothers, 

and vulnerable families 

undergoing difficult 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

part icular ly  dur ing 

hospital stays.

Miss Agbeyangi, a 

s t u d e n t  a t  T h e  

Hockaday School in 

D a l l a s ,  T e x a s ,  

described The Cradle 

Project as a student-led 

humanitarian initiative 

c o m m i t t e d  t o  

s u p p o r t i n g  n e w  

mothers and families in 

hospitals and care 

homes across Nigeria.

She explained that the 

initiative was inspired 

b y  h e r  g r o w i n g  

awarenes s  o f  the  

everyday challenges 

faced by mothers, 

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n g l e  

mothe r s ,  teenage 

mothers, and women 

who enter motherhood 

under difficult or unsafe 

conditions.

According to her ,  

many families struggle 

to access necessities 

such as diapers, baby 

w i p e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

essential baby items, 

part icular ly  dur ing 

stressful periods of 

hospitalisation.

“The Cradle Project is 

rooted in the belief that 

small acts of kindness 

c a n  m a k e  a  

m e a n i n g f u l  

d i f f e r e n c e , ”  

A g b e y a n g i  s a i d .  

“ P r o v i d i n g  s i m p l e  

essentials may appear 

minor, but for families in 

need, it offers real relief, 

c o m f o r t ,  a n d  

reassurance during 

vulnerable moments.”

She noted that the 

project focuses on 

direct donations to 

hospitals and care 

homes, ensuring that 

assistance reaches 

beneficiaries promptly 

w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  

e f f i c i e n c y ,  

t ransparency,  and 

dignity.

Beyond addressing 

immediate physical 

needs,  Agbeyangi  

noted that the initiative 

aims to restore dignity 

and provide emotional 

reassurance to mothers 

navigating challenging 

circumstances, while 

also raising awareness 

about maternal and 

child welfare and the 

role of community-

d r i v e n  s u p p o r t  i n  

alleviating everyday 

burdens.

To fund the donations, 

t h e  y o u n g  

c h a n g e m a k e r  

o p e r a t e s  a  s m a l l  

baking business known 

as Cradle Crumbs, 

where she produces 

and sells homemade 

baked goods through 

her school's bookstore 

and personal orders. All 

proceeds from the 

venture are dedicated 

to purchasing baby 

essentials for donation.

In addition to her 

humanitarian efforts, 

Agbeyangi remains 

actively engaged in 

school life. She is a 

member of several 

clubs, including the 

Wharton Investment 

Club, Investment Club, 

HockaStep, and Girls 

Global Connect, and 

currently serves on her 

schoo l ' s  Act i v i t i e s  

Board.

The donor extended 

appreciation to the 

Chairman of Local 

Council Development 

Area (LCDA), Hon. Bola 

Oladunjoye for his 

w a r m  r e c e p t i o n ,  

s u p p o r t ,  a n d  

commitment to the 

welfare of mothers and 

children within the 

community.

She also expressed 

g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  

Medical Officer of 

Health, MOH of the 

c o u n c i l ,  D r .  T a y o  

Akintoye, the doctors, 

matrons and nurses of 

Senator Oluremi Tinubu 

Primary Health Centre, 

Dolphin,  Ikoy i ,  for  

creating an enabling 

e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  

a l lows  meaningfu l  

collaborations with 

young advocates and 

humanitarian initiatives 

aimed at strengthening 

maternal and child 

healthcare delivery.

Receiving the donated 

items on behalf of the 

LCDA and the health 

facility, the Chairman 

of  I koy i -Obalende 

L C D A ,  H o n .  B o l a  

O l a d u n j o y e  

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

young donor for her 

compassion and sense 

of responsibility.

O l a d u n j o y e  

c o m m e n d e d  t h e  

management of the 

donor's school, The 

Hockaday School ,  

Dallas, for supporting 

the v i s ion of  Miss  

Agbeyangi by letting 

her sell her cookies at 

the school store, from 

where she was able to 

gather resources for 

the donated items.

“ W e  a r e  d e e p l y  

impressed by the vision, 

e m p a t h y ,  a n d  

l e a d e r s h i p  

demonstrated by Miss 

Agbeyangi at such a 

y o u n g  a g e .  T h i s  

initiative clearly shows 

that age is not a barrier 

t o  m a k i n g  a  

meaningful impact in 

society,” the Chairman 

said.

He descr ibed the  

donation as timely and 

impactful, noting that 

essential baby items 

remain  c r i t ica l  to  

maternal and child 

care, particularly for 

i n d i g e n t  m o t h e r s  

a c c e s s i n g  p u b l i c  

health services.

“These items will go a 

long way in supporting 

o u r  m o t h e r s  a n d  

newborns, especially 

those who may not 

have the means to 

p r o v i d e  t h e s e  

n e c e s s i t i e s  d u r i n g  

hosp i ta l  care .  On 

b e h a l f  o f  I k o y i -

O b a l e n d e  L o c a l  

G o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  

sincerely appreciate 

this thoughtful gesture,” 

he added.

The Chairman further 

encouraged other  

young people and 

private individuals to 

emulate the initiative, 

s t r e s s i n g  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

healthcare support 

and social welfare.

Though modest  in  

sca le ,  The Crad le  

Project reflects a deep 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

empathy, responsibility, 

and service. Through 

sustained effort and 

c o m m u n i t y  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  

Agbeyangi hopes to 

continue making a 

positive impact in the 

lives of mothers and 

children who need 

support the most.

 16-Year-Old Student Donates
 To Tinubu Health Centre 
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T
h e  G e n e r a l  

Manager of the 

L a g o s  S t a t e  

Residents Registration 

Agency (LASRRA), 

Mrs Bilikiss Adebiyi-

Abiola has met with 

the Chairman of the 

A l l  P r o g r e s s i v e s  

Congress (APC) in 

Lagos  S tate,  Mr .  

Cornelius Ojelabi, to 

discuss a strategic 

partnership aimed at 

expanding the scope 

o f  r e s i d e n t s '  

registration across the 

state.

The meeting, which 

was held at the Party 

Secretariat, Acme 

Road, Ogba, focused 

on leveraging the 

ongo ing  APC e -

registration exercise, 

which was recently 

flagged off for card-

c a r r y i n g  p a r t y  

m e m b e r s ,  a s  a n  

a v e n u e  t o  a l s o  

c a p t u r e  e l i g i b l e  

Lagos residents who 

a r e  y e t  t o  b e  

r e g i s t e r e d  o r  

val idated on the 

LASRRA platform.

D u r i n g  t h e  

engagement, both 

parties emphasised 

the importance of 

i n c l u s i v e  d a t a  

c a p t u r e  i n  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

g o v e r n a n c e ,  

planning, and service 

delivery in the state. 

T h e  p r o p o s e d  

collaboration aimed 

a t  c r e a t i n g  

a d d i t i o n a l  

t o u c h p o i n t s  f o r  

residents to key into 

the state's official 

identity database.

Speak ing  at  the  

m e e t i n g ,  B i l i k i s s  

Adebiyi-Abiola noted 

that the partnership 

a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e  

Agency's mandate to 

ensure that every 

resident of Lagos 

State i s  proper ly  

i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  

c a p t u r e d  i n  t h e  

State's database, 

regardless of political 

affiliation.

“This collaboration 

p r e s e n t s  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

deepen residents' 

participation in the 

LASRRA initiative by 

taking registration 

closer to the people 

th rough ex i s t ing ,  

structured platforms,” 

t h e  G e n e r a l  

Manager said.

In his remarks, APC 

C h a i r m a n  M r .  

Cornel ius  Ojelabi  

reaffirmed the party's 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

supporting initiatives 

that promote good 

governance and 

i n c l u s i v e  

development.  He 

stated that the APC's 

e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  

exercise provides a 

credible platform 

that can be utilised to 

support state-wide 

d a t a  g a t h e r i n g  

efforts for the benefit 

of Lagos residents.

GOVT AGENCIES

Chess Day: LASODA, Others Promote 
Equal Opportunities For Every Child  

LASRRA To Leverage APC 
E-Registration To Expand Its Data 

h i t e s a n d s  

WS c h o o l ,  

Lekki, came 

a l i v e  a s  c h i l d r e n  

g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h e  

Inclusive Chess Day, 

themed: “Every Child 

Deserves a Move.” 

The event showcased 

t h e  p o w e r  o f  

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  

advancing disability 

inclusion through sports 

a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

engagement.

The programme was 

made possible through 

a strong partnership 

b e t w e e n  V u l p e s  

Inclusive Engagement, 

the Lagos State Office 

for Disability Affairs 

(LASODA), and Chess 

in the Slum Africa, all 

working together to 

promote awareness, 

inclusion, and equal 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  w i t h  

disabilities.

In her remarks, the 

General Manager of 

LASODA, Mrs. Adenike 

O y e t u n d e - L a w a l  

reaffirmed that the 

agency's paramount 

focus is to partner with 

i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

organisat ions  wi th  

impactful initiatives 

t h a t  d r i v e  

conversat ions and 

a c t i o n  a r o u n d  

disability inclusion in 

Lagos State.

The organiser of the 

e v e n t ,  O n y i n y e  

Atunaya, described 

the Inclusive Chess Day 

a s  a  p l a t f o r m  t o  

celebrate children with 

disabilities while raising 

awareness for inclusion 

through the game of 

chess. She noted that 

chess provides an 

avenue where every 

c h i l d  c a n  t h i n k ,  

participate, and thrive, 

regardless of ability.

The highlight of the day 

was the interactive 

chess sessions led by 

Tunde Onakoya and 

his team from Chess in 

the Slum Africa, who 

engaged the children 

in inspiring and skill-

building activities that 

r e i n f o r c e d  

confidence, critical 

thinking, and inclusion.

The Inclusive Chess 

D a y  c r e a t e d  a  

welcoming space 

where children with 

disabilities felt seen, 

valued, and included.  

Powerfully affirming 

that indeed, every 

c h i l d  d e s e r v e s  a  

move.
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h e  L a g o s  TState Ministry 
of Housing has 

r e a f f i r m e d  i t s  
commitment to 
providing more 
s h e l t e r s  f o r  
Lagos ians and 
p o s i t i v e l y  
addressing the 
housing needs of 
residents across 
the state.  The 
M i n i s t r y  a l s o  
assured residents 
t h a t  t h e  
completion of all 
ongoing housing 
projects at various 
s t a g e s  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  
across the State 
remains a key 
p r i o r i t y  i n  
G o v e r n o r  
Babajide Sanwo-
Olu's vision, which 
must be achieved 

Lagos Plans To Address 
Menace Of Abandoned
Buildings

by 2026.
The Commissioner 
for Housing, Hon. 
Moruf Akinderu-
Fatai, gave the 
assurance while 
r e v i e w i n g  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  t h e  
Ministry made in 
2025, especially 
with the successful 
d e l i v e r y  a n d  
commissioning of 
the Ak insanya 
Sunny Ajose and 
A b r a h a m  
Adesanya Parcels 
A and B projects.
Hon Ak inderu-
Fatai charged all 
h e a d s  o f  
departments to 
ensure tasks and 
progress of work 
at all the project 
sites reflect quality 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  
excellent delivery. 

“We must all work 
as s iduous l y  to  
e n s u r e  
Sangotedo Phase 
II, Egan-Igando 
Cluster II and III, 
Ibeshe Phase II, as 
well as all joint 
venture projects 
are delivered for 
M r  G o v e r n o r ' s  
commiss ioning,  
he said.
The Honourable 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
fu r ther  added 
that the Ministry 
will continue to 
collaborate with 
r e l e v a n t  
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  
p r i v a t e  
developers and 
f i n a n c i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  
e n s u r e  t h e  
s u c c e s s f u l  
implementation 

o f  i t s  hous ing  
programmes, in 
al ignment with 
t h e  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
T H E M E S  P l u s  
Agenda.
In the same vein, 
the Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Housing, Engr. 
Abdulhafis Toriola 
has emphasised 
the importance of 
universal ethos 
such as hard work, 
justice, integrity 
and the need to 
seek blessings of 
Almighty God in 
official dealings. 
He also reminded 
the  s ta f f  that  
“Effort is the key to 
success, while our 
work should also 
be done to the 
best of our ability 

a s  a  f o r m  o f  
devotion.
Engr Toriola stated 
this during a New 
Y e a r  p r a y e r  
s e s s i o n  w i t h  
m a n a g e m e n t  
and staff of the 
M i n i s t r y .  
According to him, 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  
r e m a i n s  f u l l y  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  
delivering on its 
m a n d a t e  o f  
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
more Lagosians 
have access to 
d e c e n t ,  s a f e ,  
sustainable and 
a f f o r d a b l e  
homes.
The Permanent 
Secretary further 
disclosed that, in 
l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
M i n i s t r y ' s  
mandate and the 

Lagos State Real 
Estate Regulatory 
A u t h o r i t y  
(LASRERA) Law, 
the Government is 
intensifying efforts 
to address the 
i n c r e a s i n g  
n u m b e r  o f  
a b a n d o n e d  
buildings across 
the state.
He explained that 
the State will seek 
to use the existing 
law to intervene 
f o r  t h e  
complet ion  of  
these abandoned 
propert ies and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  
L a g o s  S t a t e  
hous ing s tock,  
i m p r o v e  t h e  
urban landscape, 
a n d  e n h a n c e  
public safety.
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T
he Lagos State 
Government  
has approved 

a  t e m p o r a r y  
reduction in the 
cost of replacing 
f a d e d  a n d  
damaged vehicle 
n u m b e r  p l a t e s  
from �30,000 to 
�20,000, as part of 
a  t h r e e - m o n t h  
a m n e s t y  a n d  
rebate window 
r u n n i n g  f r o m  
January to March 
2026.
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
a p p r o v e d  b y  
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu, applies 
to both private and 
c o m m e r c i a l  
veh ic le  owners  
across the State 
and is aimed at 
improving vehicle 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
s e c u r i t y  
architecture and 
enhancing overall 
road safety.
The Permanent  
Secretary, Motor 

V e h i c l e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
Agency (MVAA), 
Mr. Rasheed Muri-
Okunola, disclosed 
that the rebate is a 
del iberate and 
c i t i zen - focused  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  
d e s i g n e d  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  
m o t o r i s t s  t o  
voluntarily replace 
faded, worn or 
il legible number 
p l a t e s  a t  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
reduced cost.
According to him, 
the condition of 
vehicle number 
plates has direct 
impl icat ions for 
secur i ty ,  t raf f ic 
enforcement and 
crime prevention, 
a s  f a d e d  o r  
damaged plates 
hinder effective 
m o n i t o r i n g ,  
investigation and 
identification of 
vehicles.
“ C l e a r  a n d  
readable number 

p l a t e s  a r e  
fundamental to 
public safety and 
s e c u r i t y .  T h i s  
amnesty period 
allows motorists to 
r e p l a c e  f a d e d  
plates at �20,000 
instead of �30,000, 
r e d u c i n g  t h e  
financial burden 
while supporting 
collective efforts to 
make Lagos safer,” 
M u r i - O k u n o l a  
stated.
He explained that 
the rebate applies 
strictly within the 
January to March 
2 0 2 6  w i n d o w ,  
urging motorists 
w i t h  f a d e d  o r  
damaged number 
p la tes  to  take  
i m m e d i a t e  
a d v a n t a g e  b y  
visiting the Pilot 
Centre at Oshodi 
One Stop Centre, 
Oshodi or any of 
the agency's 140 
stations across the 
s t a t e  f o r  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  

process.
The Permanent  
S e c r e t a r y  
emphasised that 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
responds to rising 
security concerns 
l i n k e d  t o  
unreadable plate 
numbers, noting 
that legible and 
s t a n d a r d i s e d  
plates are critical 
to crime detection, 
t r a f f i c  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  
d i g i t a l  v e h i c l e  
t r a c k i n g  a n d  
e m e r g e n c y  
response systems.
M u r i - O k u n o l a  
warned that upon 
the expiration of 
the three-month 
amnesty period in 
March 2026, the 
replacement fee 
will revert to the 
original �30,000, 
and enforcement 
measures will be 
fully applied to 
e n s u r e  
compliance.

L
agos has been 

named as one of 

t h e  s e v e n  a r t  

destinations to visit in 

2026 by Artsy ,  the 

leading global online Art 

Marketplace. 

The city was described 

as "a banner biennale in 

W e s t  A f r i c a ' s  

preeminent art capital."

According to an article 

titled "7 Art Destinations 

to Visit in 2026" published 

in artsy.net by Maxwell 

Rabb on January 8, 

Lagos is one of the 

" seven  spot s—f rom 

marquee art events to 

rising scenes—that are 

worth adding to an art-

inspired travel itinerary in 

2026."

The seven destinations 

picked by the leading 

g l o b a l  o n l i n e  A r t  

M a r k e t p l a c e  a r e  

Venice, Italy; Doha, 

Q a t a r ;  S y d n e y ,  

Aust ra l ia ;  Bangkok,  

Thailand; Lagos, Nigeria; 

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  

Malta. 

Artsy disclosed that 

" L a g o s  i s  r a p i d l y  

b e c o m i n g  t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  

creat ive engine of  

African contemporary 

art, and this momentum 

will continue in 2026."

Stating why Lagos is 

among the seven art 

destinations to visit in 

2026, the leading global 

online Art Marketplace, 

noted that the city's 

momentum is sustained 

year-round by a fast-

e v o l v i n g  a r t s  

community.

The article reads in part: 

"The fifth edition of the 

Lagos Biennial returns to 

the city from October 

17th to December 18th. 

I t s  m a i n  

exhibition—curated this 

y e a r  b y  F o l a k u n l e  

Oshun—is distinguished 

for its thematic urgency 

a n d  u s e  o f  n o n -

traditional sites, mirroring 

the city's density and 

political charge. This 

year, the theme is 'The 

M u s e u m  o f  T h i n g s  

Unseen', a reflection of 

ancestry and cultural 

history through the lens 

of museology.

"Amid the biennial, The 

Àkéte Col lect ion –  

Museum of Modern and 

Contemporary Art will 

of f ic ia l ly  launch i t s  

permanent home in the 

city in October, aiming 

to become a 'living 

archive' for the African 

continent. 

"Also taking place is the 

11th edition of the ART X 

Lagos art  fai r  f rom 

November 5th to 8th. 

'Many of the young 

artists in Nigeria believed 

they had to leave the 

country to establish 

themselves globally. I 

wanted to change that. I 

wanted to bring the 

world to us,' the fair's 

founder, Tokini Peterside-

Schwebig, told Artsy in 

December 2025. 

"The city's momentum is 

further sustained year-

round by a fast-evolving 

a r t s  c o m m u n i t y .  

Galleries such as Rele, 

kó, Ogirikan Art Gallery, 

and Nike Art Gallery 

support artists shaping 

contemporary African 

d i s c o u r s e ,  w h i l e  

institutions like the John 

R a n d l e  C e n t r e  f o r  

Yoruba Culture and 

History ground new work 

in deeper histor ical 

narratives."

Welcoming the report, 

which mentioned the 

State's monumental J. 

R a n d l e  C e n t r e  f o r  

Yoruba Arts and Culture, 

G ov erno r  B a b a j i d e  

Sanwo-Olu, said the 

listing of Lagos among 

other top cities in the 

world is a reflection of 

the State Government's 

commitment to the 

development of the 

creative sector. 

The Governor, restated 

t h e  i n c u m b e n t  

administration's vision to 

make Lagos the number 

one destination for arts, 

culture and tourism in a 

few years to come.

“We will continue to 

invest in the sector in 

which our youths have 

exhibited remarkable 

talents,” the Governor 

said.

Lagos Listed Among 
Top Seven Art 
Destinations 

Three-Month Amnesty: Lagos 
Cuts Cost of Replacing 
Faded Number Plate 

Mr. Rasheed Muri-Okunola,
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T
h e  L a g o s 

S t a t e 
government 

has ordered the 
depor tat ion  of 
two  Chad ians , 
who were a l so 
r e l e a s e d  f r o m 
custody following 
their remand in 
p r i s o n  o v e r 
offence of drug 
peddling.
T h e  C h a d i a n s , 
Musa Abubakar 
and Yusuf Al iu, 
were released to 
decongest  the 
s t a t e ' s 

By Felix Kuyinu c o r r e c t i o n a l 
c e n t r e s  a s 
revealed by the 
c h i e f  j u d g e , 
Kazeem Alogba.
Alogba informed 
that  Abubakar 
a n d  A l i u  w e r e 
handed over to 
the Lagos State 
Controller of the 
N i g e r i a 
I m m i g r a t i o n 
S e r v i c e  f o r 
i m m e d i a t e 
deportat ion to 
Chad, citing the 
nature of  the i r 
offences.
Alogba gave the 

o r d e r  a t  t h e 
O g b a 
Magistrates'Court 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r 
approving their 
release from the 

N i g e r i a n 
C o r r e c t i o n a l 
Service under a 
specia l  sess ion 
organized for the 
release of eligible 

inmates.
T h e  t w o  m e n 
were among 18 
inmates released 
d u r i n g  t h e 
exercise, which 

drew beneciaries 
f rom the Bors ta l 
Home, Adigbe; the 
female correctional 
c e n t r e ;  a n d 
m e d i u m -  a n d 
maximum-security 
custodial centres 
across the state.
While addressing 
the inmates who 
had regained their 
freedom, Alogba 
advised them to 
s e i z e  t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
reform and be fully 
reintegrated into 
society.

Court Re-opens Pretty Mike's Nightclub 

By Felix Kuyinu

T
h e  F e d e r a l 
High Court in 
L a g o s  h a s 

dismissed a suit by 
the National Drug 
Law Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA, to 
stop the reopening 
o f  P r o x y  N i g h t 
Club, owned by 
Lagos  soc ia l i te 
M i k e  N w o g u , 
popularly known as 
Pretty Mike.
J u s t i c e  L e w i s -
Allagoa fused the 
N D L E A ' s 
a p p l i c a t i o n 
seeking a stay of 
execution of the 
court's December 
5, 2025 ruling which 
o r d e r e d  t h e 
unsealing of the 
V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d 
nightclub pending 
appeal.
Allagoa ruled that 
t h e  a n t i - d r u g 
agency failed to 
show the special 
and exceptional 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
required by law to 
just i fy a stay of 
e x e c u t i o n  a n d 
s e a l i n g  o f  t h e 
facility.
He further held that 
the NDLEA made a 
f a t a l  e r r o r  b y 
seeking to stay the 

December 5 ruling 
without applying 
to stay the earlier 
N o v e m b e r  2 8 
d e c i s i o n  u p o n 
w h i c h  i t  w a s 
based, describing 
the omission as a 
crucial lapse.
T g e j u g e  a l s o 
f a u l t e d  t h e 
agency for abuse 
of court process 
a n d  f o r u m 
shopping, noting 

t h a t  t h e 
prosecution had 
p r e v i o u s l y 
admitted to such 
c o n d u c t ,  a s 
reected in the 
court's records.
" I n  t h e   n a l 
a n a l y s i s ,  t h e 
a p p l i c a t i o n  i s 
brought  in  bad 
f a i t h ,  l a c k s 
substance and is 
devoid of merit,” 
the judge ruled, 

d i s m i s s i n g  t h e 
motion
The case  s tems 
from a midnight 
raid carried out by 
NDLEA operatives 
on  October  26 , 
2025, at Proxy Night 
Club, during which 
Pretty Mike and 
over 100 guests 
were arrested over 
a l l e g e d  d r u g -
related offences.
The suspects were 

later arraigned, 
pleaded not guilty 
and were granted 
bail on November 
7, 2025.
Following the raid, 
the NDLEA sought 
a n  i n t e r i m 
forfeiture of the 
n i g h t c l u b , 
claiming i t  was 
u s e d  f o r  d r u g 
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e 
court rejected the 
request, citing the 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
p r e s u m p t i o n  o f 
innocence, and 
o r d e r e d  t h e 
premises unsealed.
In a fresh twist, the 
court also ordered that 
contempt proceedings 
be served on the 
NDLEA Chairman 
through subs�tuted 
means for allegedly 
disobeying court 
orders.
The case was 
adjourned to February 
9 and 10 for 
con�nua�on of trial.

By Felix Kuyinu

Ogunsanya, 40, 
Abiola Adebayo, 
37 amd Blessing 
Chukwu, 40, were 
said to have stolen 
the items and are 
f a c i n g  a  f o u r -
count charge of 
conspiracy and 
conduct likely to 
cause breach of 
p e a c e  a s 
d i sc losed by  a 
police prosecutor, 
A m i n u  I s a a c , 
d u r i n g  t h e 
suspect's trial at 
the court.
Isaac held that the 
a l l e g e d 

l a w b r e a k e r s 
contravened the 
stipulated laws of 
t h e  s t a t e  a f t e r 
stealing petroleum 
jelly belonging to 
P Z  C u s s o n s 
a l o n g s i d e 
receiving stolen 
p r o d u c t s  a n d 
promo items, all 
a l l e g a t i o n s 
pleaded not guilty 
to by the litigants.
D u r i n g  t h e i r 
arraignment at the 
I k o r o d u 
Magistrates' Court 
on Thursday, the 
policeman added 

that the offences 
w h i c h  h e  s a i d 
were committed 
on December 25, 
2 0 2 5 ,  v i o l a t e d 
Sections 168(d), 
287, 328 and 411 
of the Criminal 
L a w  o f  L a g o s 
State, 2015.
The defendants 
were granted bail 
of N500,000 with 
two sureties in like 
s u m  b y  t h e 
P r e s i d i n g 
Magistrate, Bola 
O s i n u g a ,  w h o 
xed February 5 
for their next re-
arraignment.

T
he police in 
Lagos have 
h e l d  f o u r 

suspects for trial 
over accusations 
of steal ing raw 
materials worth N5 

million.
T h e  a c c u s e d , 
consisting of two 
males and females 
each, identied as 
M o h a m m e d 
Ibrahim, 34, Taiwo 

Lagos Police arraign four suspects for stealing 
N5m raw materials
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V i c t o r  U w a i f o , 
Victor Olaiya, Dan 
Maraya Jos, King 
Sunny Ade and 
Ch ie f  Ebeneze r 
O b e y ,  w h o s e 
legacies laid the 
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
today's Afrobeats 
movement, now 
dominating global 
charts.

According to her, 
the contemporary 
s u c c e s s  o f 
A f r o b e a t s  i s 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t 
Afr ica's  cul tural 
products ,  when 
properly structured 
and supported, 
c a n  c o m p e t e , 
inuence, and lead 
on the world stage.

The Commissioner 
also underscored 
the importance of 
nurtur ing young 
talents, stressing 
t h a t  p u r p o s e , 
d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d 
institutional support 
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L
agos State has 
once again 
as se r ted  i t s 

l e a d e r s h i p  i n 
Africa's creative 
a n d  c u l t u r a l 
space, using the 
9th All Africa Music 
Awards (AFRIMA) 
2026 as a platform 
to project African 
music not merely 
as entertainment, 
but as a powerful 
tool for cultural 
diplomacy, youth 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
a n d  e c o n o m i c 
growth.

Speaking at the 
grand nale of the 
awards ceremony 
held recently at 
Eko Hote l s  and 
Su i tes ,  V ic to r ia 
Island, Lagos State 
Commissioner for 
Tourism, Arts and 
Culture, Mrs. Toke 
Benson-Awoyinka 
described African 
m u s i c  a s  t h e 
heartbeat of the 
continent's identity 
and  a  un i f y ing 
l a n g u a g e  t h a t 
continues to shape 
global culture.

A d d r e s s i n g  a n 
a u d i e n c e  o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
artistes, industry 
l e a d e r s  a n d 
policymakers, the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
noted that Lagos' 
role as the ofcial 
Host City reects 
d e l i b e r a t e 
investment in the 
c r e a t i v e 
e c o n o m y , 
positioning music 
a s  a  s t r a t e g i c 
sector capable of 
generating jobs, 
innovat ion and 

AFRIMA 2026: Lagos Positions 
Music As Cultural Power, 
Economic Force 

global relevance 
for Africa's largest 
city.

She highlighted 
that AFRIMA 2026 
was not conned 
t o  a n  a w a r d s 
n i g h t ,  b u t 
designed as an 
e c o s y s t e m  o f 
e n g a g e m e n t , 
referencing the 
A F R I M A  P r e s s 
C o n f e r e n c e , 
A f r i c a n  M u s i c 
Business Summit 
and AFRIMA Music 
V i l l a g e ,  w h i c h 
created platforms 
f o r  i n d u s t r y 
d i a l o g u e , 
capacity building 
and cross-border 
collaboration.

T r a c i n g  t h e 
e v o l u t i o n  o f 
African music, Mrs. 
Benson-Awoyinka 
paid t r ibute to 
legendary icons 
s u c h  a s  F e l a 
An iku lapo-Kut i , 
Bobby  Benson, 

must complement 
talent to transform 
c r e a t i v i t y  i n t o 
sustainable careers 
a n d  e n d u r i n g 
legacies.

S h e  c a l l e d  f o r 
s t r o n g e r 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
a m o n g 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
i n d u s t r y 
stakeholders, and 
creative institutions, 
noting that early 
t a l e n t 
development and 
community-based 
e n g a g e m e n t 
remain critical to 
securing a resilient 
and inclusive future 
f o r  A f r i c a ' s 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
industry.

M r s .  B e n s o n -
Awoyinka urged 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o 
continue projecting 
African music with 
condence and 
a u t h e n t i c i t y , 
adding that Lagos 

r e m a i n s 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
p o l i c i e s  a n d 
partnerships that 
elevate culture as 
both heritage and 
economic capital.

Also, speaking at 
t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e 
founder of AFRIMA, 
M r .  M i k e  D a d a 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciat ion to 
the Lagos State 
Government for 
host ing AFRIMA 
2026 and for its 
consistent support 
o f  t h e 
entertainment and 
creative industries. 

He acknowledged 
AFRIMA's strategic 
p a r t n e r s  a n d 
sponsors, including 
F i r s t  B a n k  P l c , 
Guinness Nigeria, 
t h e  U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m 
G o v e r n m e n t  i n 
N i g e r i a ,  t h e 
S w e d i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t  i n 

N i g e r i a ,  U t i l i t a , 
GovenTurk, Union 
Service Agency, as 
well as numerous 
m e d i a 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
a c r o s s  N i g e r i a , 
A f r i c a ,  a n d 
beyond.

The AFRIMA 2026 
awards ceremony 
f e a t u r e d 
e lect r i f y ing  l i ve 
m u s i c a l 
performances by 
v a r i o u s  A f r i c a n 
artistes, delivering 
u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
m o m e n t s  t h a t 
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e 
diversity, rhythm, 
and soul of African 
music.

Also in attendance 
w e r e  t h e 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture, Mrs. Bopo 
Oyekan- I smai la , 
D i r e c t o r s ,  a n d 
members of staff of 
the Ministry, as well 
as top government 
ofcials, industry 
stakeholders, and 
other distinguished 
guests. 

A w a r d s  w e r e 
presented across 
multiple categories, 
r e c o g n i s i n g 
outstanding talents 
i n  I n s p i r a t i o n a l 
M u s i c ,  J a z z , 
R e g g a e  a n d 
Dancehal l ,  Pop, 
T r a d i t i o n a l  a n d 
C o n t e m p o r a r y 
African Music, R&B, 
D a n c e 
C h o r e o g r a p h y , 
Music Video of the 
Year, Soundtrack in 
F i lm,  Ser ies  and 
D o c u m e n t a r y , 
Songwriting, Hip-
Hop, Collaboration, 
and African Lyrics 
and Rap, among 
others.
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through people-
centred, results-
d r i v e n 
p r o g r a m m e s 
across the State.
W i t h  t h e 
u n w a v e r i n g 
s u p p o r t  o f 
G o v e r n o r 
Babajide Olusola 
Sanwo-Olu and 
t h e  D e p u t y 
G o v e r n o r ,  D r . 
K a d r i  O b a f e m i 
H a m z a t ,  t h e 
M i n i s t r y  h a s 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
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B
etween 2023 
a n d  2 0 2 5 , 
t h e  L a g o s 

State Ministry of 
Wealth Creation 
and Employment 
r e c o r d e d 
r e m a r k a b l e 
m i l e s t o n e s , 
p o s i t i v e l y 
impact ing over 
171,000 Lagosians 
through targeted 
a n d 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s . 

Wealth Creation Ministry 
Empowers 171, 000 Lagosians

Guided by the 
T . H . E . M . E . S + 
A g e n d a  o f 
G o v e r n o r 
Babajide Olusola 
Sanwo-Olu, the 
M i n i s t r y  h a s 
r e m a i n e d 
s teadfast  in  i t s 
commitment to 
inclusive growth, 
s k i l l s 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
and sustainable 
e c o n o m i c 
e m p o w e r m e n t 

translated policy 
p r i o r i t i e s  i n t o 
m e a s u r a b l e 
o u t c o m e s .  I t s 
i n i t i a t i v e s  h a v e 
expanded access 
to re levant  and 
future-ready skills, 
s t r e n g t h e n e d 
l ive l ihoods ,  and 
c r e a t e d  v i a b l e 
p a t h w a y s  f o r 
wealth generation 
and employment 
reinforcing Lagos 
State's economic 

r e s i l i e n c e  a n d 
p r o m o t i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 
development.
U n d e r  t h e 
p u r p o s e f u l 
leadership of the 
H o n o u r a b l e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
H o n .  A k i n y e m i 
B a n k o l e 
A j igbotafe,  the 
M i n i s t r y  h a s 
e m b r a c e d 
s t r a t e g i c 
i n n o v a t i o n , 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

e f  c i e n c y ,  a n d 
e f f e c t i v e 
execution. His focus 
on scal ing high-
impact initiatives 
continues to unlock 
e c o n o m i c 
opportunit ies for 
res idents  across 
L a g o s  S t a t e , 
r e a f  r m i n g  t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
resolve to build a 
productive, self-
r e l i a n t ,  a n d 
prosperous society.

Medical Guild Visits Establishments Ministry  

T
he Executives 

of the Medical 

G u i l d  o n 

Wednesday paid a 

courtesy visit to the 

M i n i s t r y  o f 

Establishments and 

Training as part of 

o n g o i n g 

engagements with 

t h e  S t a t e 

Government on 

i ssues affect ing 

m e d i c a l 

professionals.

We lcoming the 

delegation, the 

H o n o u r a b l e 

Commissioner for 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

and Training, Mr. 

Afolabi Ayantayo 

c o m m e n d e d 

d o c t o r s  i n  t h e 

s t a t e  f o r  t h e i r 

dedication and 

i n v a l u a b l e 

contributions to 

h e a l t h c a r e 

delivery. 

H e  d e s c r i b e d 

m e d i c a l 

practit ioners as 

c r i t i c a l 

stakeholders in the 

s t a t e ' s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

particularly within 

t h e  h e a l t h c a r e 

value chain.

M r .  A y a n t a y o 

a s s u r e d  t h e 

delegation that the 

State Government, 

u n d e r  t h e 

leadership of the 

Governor, places a 

h igh pr ior i ty  on 

issues relating to 

the welfare and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 

interests of medical 

doctors.

According to him, 

the government 

has continued to 

demonstrate its 

commitment by 

a d d r e s s i n g 

several requests 

and demands of 

d o c t o r s  i n 

recognition of the 

strategic role they 

p l a y  i n 

safeguarding the 

health and well-

being of citizens.

In her remarks, the 

P e r m a n e n t 

Secretary of the 

M i n i s t r y ,  M r s . 

O l u b u s o l a 

Abidakun advised 

the Medical Guild 

to formally forward 

its requests and 

proposals to the 

Ministry through 

ofcial channels to 

e n a b l e  p r o p e r 

documentat ion 

a n d  p r o m p t 

consideration.

E a r l i e r ,  t h e 

Chairman of the 

Medical Guild, Dr. 

Oluwole Olusanya 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciat ion to 

the Honourable 

Commissioner and 

management of 

the Ministry for the 

warm reception 

a n d  t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 

engage directly 

with government 

ofcials.

H e  h i g h l i g h t e d 

several concerns 

r e q u i r i n g 

g o v e r n m e n t 

a t t e n t i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

elongation of the 

retirement age of 

doctors from 60 to 

65 years, improved 

ef fect iveness  of 

advancement and 

promotion benets 

and delays in salary 

payments for newly 

employed medical 

o f ce r s ,  among 

others.

Dr. Olusanya noted 

that  address ing 

these issues would 

not only boost the 

m o r a l e  o f  t h e 

doctors but also 

enhance service 

delivery within the 

state's healthcare 

system.

The visit ended with 

a s s u r a n c e s  o f 

c o n t i n u e d 

d i a l o g u e  a n d 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

b e t w e e n  t h e 

Medical Guild and 

t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 

Establishments and 

T r a i n i n g  i n  t h e 

i n t e r e s t  o f 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

h e a l t h c a r e 

development in the 

State.
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projections now 

approaching �40 

bill ion, reecting 

t h e  s e c t o r ' s 

i n c r e a s i n g 

e c o n o m i c 

r e l e v a n c e  a n d 

d e m a n d  f o r 

structured support.

M r s .  B e n s o n -

A w o y i n k a  a l s o 

announced the 

forthcoming Lagos 

Ta lent  Hunt ,  an 

initiative aimed at 

d i s c o v e r i n g , 

n u r t u r i n g ,  a n d 

e m p o w e r i n g 

emerging art ists 

across the State. 

She revealed that, 

u n d e r  t h e 

p r o g r a m m e , 

g o v e r n m e n t -

owned theatres 

w o u l d  b e 

repurposed into 

cinemas and music 

studios, allowing 

young creatives 

a c c e s s  t o 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 
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T
h e  L a g o s 

S t a t e 

Government 

has reafrmed its 

u n w a v e r i n g 

commitment to 

the entertainment, 

c r e a t i v e 

e c o n o m y ,  a n d 

hospital ty sectors, 

i

d e c l a r i n g  i t s 

r e a d i n e s s  t o 

d e e p e n 

investments that 

will further position 

t h e  S t a t e  a s 

Afr ica's leading 

c r e a t i v e 

powerhouse.

This assurance was 

given recently at 

the African Music 

Business Summit 

held at Eko Hotel 

and Suites, Victoria 

Island, as part of 

activities marking 

the 9th edition of 

the All Africa Music 

Awards (AFRIMA).

T h e  s u m m i t 

c o n v e n e d  t o p 

stakeholders from 

the African and 

g l o b a l  m u s i c 

i n d u s t r y , 

p o l i c y m a k e r s , 

inst itut ions, and 

c r e a t i v e s  t o 

d e l i b e r a t e  o n 

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

A f r i c a ' s  m u s i c 

b u s i n e s s 

ecosys tem and 

e x p a n d i n g  i t s 

g l o b a l 

competitiveness.

S p e a k i n g  o n 

behalf of the Lagos 

State Government 

and representing 

G o v e r n o r 

Babajide Sanwo-

O l u ,  t h e 

H o n o u r a b l e 

Commissioner for 

Tourism, Arts and 

Culture, Mrs. Toke 

Benson-Awoyinka 

outlined the State's 

deliberate policy 

Lagos Reaffirms Commitment 
To Entertainment  

d i r e c t i o n  a n d 

growing nancial 

commitment to 

t h e  c r e a t i v e 

economy.

According to the 

C o m m i s s i o n e r , 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

expended �8.4 

billion in the last 

nancial year to 

s u p p o r t  t h e 

creative sector 

through concerts, 

capacity-building 

p r o g r a m m e s , 

training initiatives, 

and production 

support  across 

music, lm and 

related creative 

industries.

S h e  f u r t h e r 

d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 

g o v e r n m e n t 

funding for the 

s e c t o r  h a s 

w i t n e s s e d 

signicant growth, 

rising from �3.8 

billion before 2023 

to �18 billion, with 

r e c o r d i n g  a n d 

production facilities 

at no cost.

R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e 

State Government's 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

collaboration and 

transparency, the 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

emphasised that 

Lagos operates an 

open-door policy, 

e n c o u r a g i n g 

creatives to submit 

proposals, partner 

with the Ministry, 

a n d  a c t i v e l y 

participate in policy 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

s h a p i n g  t h e 

industry.

S h e  n o t e d  t h a t 

Lagos State has 

supported over 140 

creative projects 

and organisations, 

hosted large-scale 

free public events 

attended by more 

t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 

L a g o s i a n s ,  a n d 

continues to deploy 

t h e  c r e a t i v e 

economy as a tool 

f o r  y o u t h 

empowerment , 

social inclus ion 

and economic 

growth.

I n  h e r  v o t e  o f 

t h a n k s ,  t h e 

P e r m a n e n t 

Secretary, Ministry 

of Tourism, Arts 

and Culture, Mrs. 

B o p o  O y e k a n -

I s m a i l a , 

commended the 

leadership and 

accessibility of the 

H o n o u r a b l e 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

and reafrmed 

t h e  M i n i s t r y ' s 

commitment to 

p r o d u c i n g 

g l o b a l l y 

c o m p e t i t i v e 

creat ive talent 

from Lagos.

She encouraged 

practitioners in the 

creative sector to 

e n g a g e  t h e 

Ministry through its 

ofcial platforms, 

s u b m i t  v i a b l e 

proposals, and take 

a d v a n t a g e  o f 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

created through 

public investment.

“We want to create 

more Burna Boys 

and more Davidos, 

global icons trained 

w i t h  t a x p a y e r s ' 

m o n e y  a n d 

celebrated on the 

world stage,” she 

said.

M r s .  O y e k a n -

Ismaila also urged 

creatives to follow 

and engage with 

ofcial Lagos State 

t o u r i s m  a n d 

creative economy 

s o c i a l  m e d i a 

platforms to remain 

i n fo rmed about 

funding windows, 

programmes, and 

e m e r g i n g 

opportunities.

… As Commissioner Unveils Plans For Investments, Talent Hunt, Music Infrastructure  
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activity in recent 

months. Since mid-

2024,  non-bank 

corporates have 

r a i s e d  a n 

estimated N1.72 

t r i l l i on  th rough 

rights issues and 

public offers, with 

major players such 

as International 

B r e w e r i e s  a n d 

Nigerian Breweries 

l e a d i n g  t h e 

charge.  Rather 

t h a n 

a c c u m u l a t i n g 

fresh debt, these 

companies  are 

t a p p i n g 

shareholders to 

nance expansion 

plans, acquisitions 

and operational 

restructuring.

Analysts say the 
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N
i g e r i a ' s 

prolonged 

h i g h -

i n t e r e s t - r a t e 

regime is triggering 

a  q u i e t  b u t 

decis ive shift in 

c o r p o r a t e 

 n a n c i n g ,  w i t h 

more companies 

turning their backs 

on expensive bank 

loans and opting 

instead to raise 

money through 

the equity market.

As borrowing costs 

climb to multi-year 

highs, businesses 

are increasingly 

 n d i n g  d e b t 

unattractive. The 

Central Bank of 

N i g e r i a ' s 

benchmark policy 

rate stands at 27 

per cent,  whi le 

Rising Interest Rates Trigger 
Corporate Pivot from Debt 
to Equity

shift is a rational 

response to rising 

nancing risks. High 

i n t e r e s t  r a t e s 

s i g n i  c a n t l y 

increase the cost of 

s e r v i c i n g  d e b t , 

compressing prot 

m a r g i n s  a n d 

reducing nancial 

exibility—especiall

y in an environment 

of uneven revenue 

g r o w t h .  E q u i t y 

f u n d i n g ,  b y 

cont ras t ,  a l lows 

c o m p a n i e s  t o 

preserve cash ow 

and lower the risk of 

d e f a u l t ,  e v e n 

though it comes at 

t h e  c o s t  o f 

ownership dilution.

From a corporate 

 n a n c e 

perspective, the 

l o g i c  i s  c l e a r . 

W h e n  i n t e r e s t 

rates rise sharply, 

d e b t  l o s e s  i t s 

appeal as rms 

a r e  f o r c e d  t o 

commit a larger 

share of earnings 

t o  i n t e r e s t 

payments. Equity, 

w h i l e  m o r e 

complex from a 

g o v e r n a n c e 

s t a n d p o i n t , 

p r o v i d e s 

breathing space 

and strengthens 

balance sheets, 

m a k i n g 

companies better 

p o s i t i o n e d  t o 

w i t h s t a n d 

e c o n o m i c 

volatility.

Beyond short-term 

surv ival ,  equity 

nancing is also 

h e l p i n g   r m s 

refocus on long-

t e r m  s t r a t e g y . 

F r e e d  f r o m  t h e 

p r e s s u r e  o f 

meeting frequent 

loan obligations, 

m a n a g e m e n t 

teams can channel 

resources toward 

growth initiatives, 

i nnovat ion  and 

market expansion 

rather than debt 

servicing.

Still, the approach 

is not without its 

drawbacks. Issuing 

new shares dilutes 

existing investors' 

s takes and can 

c o m p l i c a t e 

decision-making. 

Y e t  f o r  m a n y 

c o m p a n i e s 

navigating today's 

h i g h - r a t e 

environment, the 

t r a d e - o f f  i s 

increasingly seen 

as worthwhile.

With interest rates 

e x p e c t e d  t o 

remain elevated in 

t h e  n e a r  t e r m , 

analysts bel ieve 

more Nigerian rms 

wi l l  cont inue to 

rebalance thei r 

c a p i t a l 

structures—leaning 

toward equity as a 

safer  and more 

sustainable path to 

fund ing  g rowth 

while safeguarding 

liquidity.

c o m m e r c i a l 

lending rates in 

some cases hover 

a round 36  per 

cent—levels that 

h a v e  m a d e 

traditional loans a 

heavy burden on 

balance sheets. In 

response, rms are 

seeking relief in 

t h e  c a p i t a l 

market ,  where 

e q u i t y  o f f e r s 

funding without 

the pressure of 

recurring interest 

payments.

T h i s  t r e n d  h a s 

become evident 

on the Nigerian 

Exchange (NGX), 

w h i c h  h a s 

recorded a surge 

i n  e q u i t y 

f u n d r a i s i n g 
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chain and curb 

illegal mining and 

smuggling. Industry 

experts say local 

rening wil l  also 

s t i m u l a t e  j o b 

creation, enhance 

r e g u l a t o r y 

o v e r s i g h t  a n d 

i m p r o v e 

transparency in a 

s e c t o r  l o n g 

p l a g u e d  b y 

i n f o r m a l 

operations.

B e y o n d  L a g o s , 

addi t ional  gold 

reneries are under 

development in 

other parts of the 

country, signalling 

a  c o o r d i n a t e d 

effort to expand 

d o m e s t i c 

p r o c e s s i n g 

c a p a c i t y  a n d 

deepen Nigeria's 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

across the precious 

m e t a l s  v a l u e 

chain.

While gold anchors 
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N
i g e r i a  i s 

accelerati

ng its push 

to reposition the 

mining sector as a 

k e y  p i l l a r  o f 

e c o n o m i c 

diversication, with 

a new gold renery 

c o m m e n c i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s  i n 

Lagos and a $600 

m i l l i o n  l i t h i u m 

processing facility 

in Nasarawa State 

near ing ofc ia l 

launch.

The start of gold 

rening in Lagos 

marks a signicant 

departure f rom 

N i g e r i a ' s  l o n g -

standing role as an 

e x p o r t e r  o f 

u n p r o c e s s e d 

mineral resources. 

Instead of shipping 

raw gold abroad 

for rening, the 

c o u n t r y  i s  n o w 

r e t a i n i n g  m o r e 

Nigeria Advances Mining Drive 
with Lagos Gold Refinery

value locally—a 

core objective of 

t h e  F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t ' s 

s o l i d  m i n e r a l s 

reform agenda. 

Minister of Solid 

M i n e r a l s 

Development, Dr. 

Dele Alake, has 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

r e  n e r y  a s  a 

agship project 

under the value-

addi t ion  d r ive , 

noting that it is the 

rst in a planned 

network of four 

g o l d  r e  n e r i e s 

nationwide.

The Lagos renery 

i s  d e s i g n e d  t o 

p r o d u c e  h i g h -

purity gold that 

m e e t s 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

standards, a move 

expected to boost 

export earnings, 

i m p r o v e 

traceability across 

the gold supply 

Nigeria's traditional 

m ine ra l  wea l th , 

lithium represents its 

f u t u r e - f a c i n g 

a m b i t i o n s .  I n 

Nasarawa State, a 

$600 million lithium 

processing plant is 

at an advanced 

stage and awaiting 

c o m m i s s i o n i n g . 

Once operational, 

t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s 

e x p e c t e d  t o 

position Nigeria as a 

s u p p l i e r  o f 

processed lithium 

for global markets, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r 

e lect r ic  veh ic le 

b a t t e r i e s  a n d 

renewable energy 

storage systems.

With demand for 

l i t h i u m  s u r g i n g 

worldwide amid the 

energy transition, 

the project places 

Nigeria on the radar 

of critical minerals 

p r o d u c e r s  a n d 

c l e a n - e n e r g y 

investors. Ofcials 

s a y  t h e  l i t h i u m 

plant reects the 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

intention to move 

beyond extraction 

in to  process ing 

and industrial use, 

creating higher-

value outputs and 

l o n g - t e r m 

e c o n o m i c 

benets.

N i g e r i a ' s  s o l i d 

minerals push has 

also been backed 

b y  i n c r e a s e d 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

e n g a g e m e n t . 

G o v e r n m e n t 

ofcials unveiled 

details of the gold 

a n d  l i t h i u m 

projects around 

the Future Minerals 

Forum in Riyadh, 

where mineral-rich 

c o u n t r i e s  a n d 

global investors 

c o n v e r g e  t o 

e x p l o r e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s , 

technology transfer 

a n d   n a n c i n g 

opportunities.

A t  t h e  f o r u m , 

Nigeria highlighted 

its reform efforts, 

including improved 

licensing processes, 

u p d a t e d 

geological  data 

a n d  i n c e n t i v e s 

aimed at attracting 

credible investors. 

Authorities stressed 

the importance of 

collaboration with 

c o u n t r i e s  t h a t 

possess advanced 

m i n i n g  a n d 

p r o c e s s i n g 

e x p e r t i s e  t o 

accelerate sector 

development.

With gold rening 

already underway 

a n d  l i t h i u m 

processing set to 

follow, Nigeria is 

steadily reshaping 

i t s  m i n i n g 

narrative—from a 

s o u r c e  o f  r a w 

materials to a hub 

f o r  m i n e r a l 

p r o c e s s i n g  a n d 

v a l u e  c r e a t i o n . 

Analysts  bel ieve 

t h e s e  p r o j e c t s 

could signicantly 

raise the sector's 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o 

G D P ,  g e n e r a t e 

skilled employment 

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n 

N i g e r i a ' s 

competitiveness in 

both  t rad i t iona l 

commodities and 

critical minerals.

As more processing 

facilities come on 

stream, Nigeria's 

solid minerals sector 

appears poised to 

play a larger role in 

supporting industrial 

g r o w t h ,  e x p o r t 

diversication and 

participation in the 

g l o b a l  c l e a n -

energy economy.
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T
h e  C e n t r a l 

B a n k  o f 

Nigeria (CBN) 

has s ignicantly 

s t e p p e d  u p  i t s 

campaign to drain 

excess  l iqu id i ty 

from the nancial 

system, recording 

a dramatic 182 per 

cent increase in 

cash mop-ups over 

the past year as 

i n  a t i o n a r y 

pressures begin to 

show signs of relief.

Fresh data from the 

a p e x  b a n k 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t 

liquidity absorbed 

t h r o u g h  O p e n 

Market Operations 

(OMO) surged to 

a b o u t  � 3 3 . 1 2 

t r i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 5 , 

compared w i th 

r o u g h l y  � 1 1 . 7 5 

t r i l l i o n  i n  t h e 

previous year. The 

sharp rise highlights 

the CBN's  more 

a g g r e s s i v e 

d e p l o y m e n t  o f 

m a r k e t - b a s e d 

monetary tools to 

r e i n  i n  e x c e s s 

m o n e y  s u p p l y , 

widely viewed as a 

key contributor to 

i n  a t i o n  a n d 

e x c h a n g e - r a t e 

instability.

OMO transactions 

allow the central 

bank to pull cash 

out of the banking 

system by selling 

CBN Steps Up Cash Mop-Up 
Amid Cooling Inflation

g o v e r n m e n t 

securities to banks 

a n d  q u a l i  e d 

i n v e s t o r s .  B y 

t i g h t e n i n g 

liquidity, the CBN 

aims to cool price 

pressures, stabilise 

t h e  n a i r a  a n d 

r e s t o r e 

c o n  d e n c e  i n 

macroeconomic 

m a n a g e m e n t . 

Analysts note that 

t h e  a p p r o a c h 

mirrors strategies 

a d o p t e d  b y 

c e n t r a l  b a n k s 

global ly dur ing 

p e r i o d s  o f 

elevated ination, 

w h e r e  t i g h t e r 

m o n e t a r y 

cond i t ions  a re 

used to anchor 

expectations and 

curb speculative 

activity.

T h e  i n t e n s i  e d 

liquidity tightening 

h a s  a l s o  b e e n 

d e s i g n e d  t o 

i m p r o v e  t h e 

attractiveness of 

n a i r a -

d e n o m i n a t e d 

a s s e t s , 

e n c o u r a g i n g 

foreign portfol io 

i n  o w s  s e e k i n g 

higher yields and 

helping to support 

t h e  f o r e i g n 

exchange market. 

This has become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y 

impor tant  amid 

efforts to stabilise 

the currency and 

rebui ld external 

condence.

N o t a b l y ,  t h e 

aggressive mop-

up has coincided 

w i th  a  g radua l 

easing of ination. 

Nigeria's headline 

i n  a t i o n  r a t e 

m o d e r a t e d  t o 

14.45 per cent in 

November 2025, 

down from 16.05 

p e r  c e n t  i n 

O c t o b e r , 

suggest ing that 

tighter monetary 

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e 

beginning to lter 

through to prices. 

Even so, the CBN 

h a s  r e m a i n e d 

cautious, holding 

m a j o r  p o l i c y 

parameters steady 

for much of the 

year and opting for 

m e a s u r e d 

a d j u s t m e n t s  t o 

balance ination 

control with the 

n e e d  t o  a v o i d 

choking economic 

growth.

Despite the scale 

o f  l i q u i d i t y 

w i t h d r a w a l s , 

o v e r a l l  m o n e y 

s u p p l y  i n  t h e 

e c o n o m y 

continues to rise. 

Broad money (M3) 

crossed the �120 

trillion mark by late 

2025, though the 

pace of growth has 

slowed, reinforcing 

expectations that 

m o n e t a r y 

t i g h t e n i n g  i s 

gradually gaining 

traction. Previous 

e p i s o d e s  h a v e 

shown that large 

OMO and Treasury 

bill sales can coexist 

with ample system 

l i q u i d i t y , 

particularly when 

scal spending and 

f o r e i g n  i n  o w s 

remain strong.

W i t h  i n  a t i o n 

easing but liquidity 

c o n d i t i o n s  s t i l l 

delicate, the CBN's 

expanded mop-up 

o p e r a t i o n s 

u n d e r l i n e  i t s 

determination to 

c o n t a i n  p r i c e 

pressures, stabilise 

the naira and steer 

t h e  e c o n o m y 

t o w a r d  a  m o r e 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

balance between 

monetary restraint 

and growth.
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Lagos Land Dispute Pits Cleric 
Against Longtime Resident 
Amid Alleged Intimidation
Kehinde Adeleye and Emmanuel Daniji

m a r k e d  b y 
al legations of 
land grabbing, 
intimidation and 
the controversial 
involvement of 
s e c u r i t y 
personnel.
At the centre of 
the dispute is Mr 
O l a l e k a n 
A s h a m u ,  a 

r e s i d e n t  o f 
Shorunke Street 
near Adura Bus 
S t o p ,  a n d 
V e n e r a b l e 
S u n d a y 
S o w e r u n ,  a 
cleric who runs 
a  C e l e s t i a l 
Church of Christ 
cathedral in the 
s a m e  a r e a . 

What had for 
years been a 
q u i e t , 
u n c o n t e s t e d 
parcel of land 
h a s  n o w 
b e c o m e  t h e 
s u b j e c t  o f 
c o m p e t i n g 
c l a i m s  a n d 
m o u n t i n g 
tension.
Mr Ashamu told 
o u r 
correspondents 
t h a t  h e 
purchased the 
land in question 
in 1998 from Mr 
A b i o d u n 
J o s e p h 
O l u f e m i , 
p o p u l a r l y 
k n o w n  a s 
C o s m o s ,  t h e 
o w n e r  o f 
Cosmos Hotel 
located around 

kilometre 30 of 
t h e 
Lagos–Abeok
u t a 
E x p r e s s w a y . 
H e  s a i d  t h e 
t ransact ion , 
w h i c h  c o s t 
�500 ,000  a t 
the time, was 
p r o p e r l y 
c o n c l u d e d 
and that he 
has exercised 
control  over 
the land ever 
s i n c e .  F o r 
decades, he 
s a i d ,  t h e 
property was 
used op
(Mr. Ashamu 
with one of his 
workers)
enly for auto 
m e c h a n i c 
a c t i v i t i e s 
w i t h o u t 
challenge or 
interference.
That relative 
c a l m , 
according to 
M r  A s h a m u , 
e n d e d  l a s t 
y e a r  w h e n 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n 
a l l e g e d l y 
began making 
m o v e s  t h a t 
suggested an 
a t t e m p t  t o 
take over the 
l a n d .  H e 
claimed that 
ofcials of the 
Lagos  S ta te 
Land Authority 
were brought 
to the site to 
inspect  and 

m e a s u r e  t h e 
p r o p e r t y ,  a n 
action he found 
p u z z l i n g  a n d 
alarming in what 
he insists is a purely 
c iv i l  ownership 
matter.
W h i l e 
acknowledging 
that Venerable 
S o w e r u n  h a s 
been in the area 
l o n g e r  a n d 
c o m m a n d s 
inuence through 
h i s  church,  Mr 
A s h a m u 
maintained that 
l o n g e v i t y  a n d 
p r o m i n e n c e 
cannot replace 
valid ownership 
documents. He 
a l l e g e d  t h a t 
many residents 
are reluctant to 
c h a l l e n g e  t h e 
cleric because of 
his standing in the 
c o m m u n i t y , 
describing him as 
someone widely 
f e a r e d  b y 
landowners in the 
a r e a ,  a n 
al legation that 
r e m a i n s 
unveried.
According to Mr 
A s h a m u , 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n  l a t e r 
contacted him 
and asked that he 
p r e s e n t 
d o c u m e n t s 
p r o v i n g 
ownership of the 

(The disputed land)
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A  l o n g -
r u n n i n g 
l a n d 

dispute along 
t h e 
Lagos–Abeokut
a Expressway in 
the Ojokoro axis 
o f  Lagos  has 
escalated into a 
b i t t e r 
confrontat ion 
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land. He said 
he requested 
t i m e , 
explaining that 
h e  w a s 
indisposed and 
w o u l d  m a k e 
h i m s e l f 
available the 
following week. 
H e  f u r t h e r 
a l leged that 
d u r i n g  t h i s 
exchange, the 
c l e r i c 
d e m a n d e d 

t h a t  h e  p a y 
money in order 
to “reclaim” the 
l a n d .  M r 
Ashamu said he 
at ly refused, 
insisting that he 
would not pay 
for property he 
bought nearly 
three decades 
ago.
E f f o r t s  a t 
d i a l o g u e ,  h e 
claimed, were 
unsuccessful. He 

said that he and 
his brother visited 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n ' s 
c h u r c h 
r e s i d e n c e  o n 
three occasions, 
only to be told 
that he was not 
a r o u n d .  H e 
further alleged 
that al though 
the cleric later 
said he was ill 
and staying in 

Abule Egba, he 
declined their 
suggestion to 
meet him there 
to resolve the 
T h e  d i s p u t e 
took a more 
disturbing turn 
w h e n  M r 
Ashamu said 
he received a 
l e t t e r  o f 
e v i c t i o n .  H e 
a l leged that 
s h o r t l y 

a f t e r w a r d s , 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n 
arrived at the 
l a n d 
accompanie
d by soldiers 
who sea led 
the property 
w i t h 
a l u m i n i u m 
sheets, locked 
i t  u p  a n d 
ordered that 
all mechanic 

activities on the 
site be halted. If 
a c c u r a t e ,  t h e 
r e p o r t e d 
invo lvement  of 
military personnel 
i n  a  c i v i l  l a n d 
d i s p u t e  r a i s e s 
serious legal and 
ethical concerns.
Now in his late 60s, 
Mr Ashamu said he 
fears losing the 
l a n d  h e  h a s 
lawfully owned for 
almost 30 years. 
Visibly distressed, 
he appealed to 
the authorities and 
the wider public 
for intervention, 
say ing  he  on ly 
wants the law to 
take its course.
O u r 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
a l s o  v i s i t e d 
Venerable Sunday 
Sowerun  at  h i s 
Celestial Church 
o f  C h r i s t 
residence. When 
our reporters got 
to  the  chu rch , 
S o w e r u n 
t h r e a t e n e d  t o 
s e i z e  t h e i r 
e l e c t r o n i c 
d e v i c e s .  H e 
d e c l i n e d  t o 
provide a detailed 
explanation about 
t h e  o n g o i n g 
d i s p u t e ,  b u t 
p r e s e n t e d  a 
survey plan dated 
2 0 2 2  a n d  2 0 2 3 
r e l a t i n g  t o  a 
different streets in 
the area, asserting 
that it reected 
o f  c i a l 
m e a s u r e m e n t s 
re levant  to  h i s 
claims.
V e n e r a b l e 
Sowerun told the 
reporters that he 
had repeatedly 
invited Mr Ashamu 
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t o  h i s 
residence to 
negot ia te  a 
s e t t l e m e n t 
over the land, 
claiming that 
t h e  m a t t e r 
c o u l d  h a v e 
been resolved 
amicably if the 
meetings had 
occurred. 
He described 
Mr Ashamu as 
avoiding these 
engagements. 
T h e  c l e r i c 
insisted that Mr 
Ashamu has 
n o  f o r m a l 
o w n e r s h i p 
documents for 
the property, 
and  a rgued 
that the land 
w a s  n e v e r 
l e g a l l y 
transferred to 
him. Instead, 
h e  c l a i m e d 
that a person 
he identied as 
“ C o n c o r d ” 
had allowed 
Mr Ashamu to 
use the land, 
implying that 
h i s  c u r r e n t 
o c c u p a t i o n 
was  w i thout 
proper title.
H e  a l s o 
highlighted his 
connect ions 
w i t h i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y 
and broader 
n e t w o r k s , 
s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t  h i s 
i n  u e n c e 
should not be 
underestimate
d. While some 
might see this 
as an assertion 
of authority, it 

underscores the 
p o w e r 
d y n a m i c s  a t 

play in disputes 
o v e r  l a n d  i n 
Lagos outskirts, 

where wealth, 
r e l i g i o u s 
leadership, and 

social inuence 
often intersect 
w i t h  l e g a l 
ambiguities.
In contrast, High 
C h i e f  J u l i u s 
A d e r e m i 
A d e n i y i ,  t h e 
B a a l e  o f  t h e 
area, offered 
w h a t  h e 
desc r ibed  as 
historical clarity. 
He conrmed 
that the land 
o r i g i n a l l y 
belonged to Mr 
Abiodun Joseph 
Olufemi ,  a l so 
k n o w n  a s 
Cosmos ,  and 
was legitimately 
s o l d  t o  M r 
A s h a m u  w i t h 
proper receipts. 
He expla ined 
that the Oyero 
f a m i l y ,  w h o 
o w n e d 
s i g n i  c a n t 
portions of land 
i n  O j o k o r o 
decades ago, 
h a d  s o l d 
multiple parcels, 
and that  the 
Cosmos sale to 
A s h a m u  w a s 
consistent with 
t h e s e 
transactions.
T h e  B a a l e 
e m p h a s i z e d 
that Mr Ashamu 
still possesses the 
original receipts, 
which serve as 
legal evidence 
of ownership. He 
f u r t h e r 
cautioned that 
t h e   g u r e 
referred to as 
“Concord” by 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n  i s 
known locally as 
a land grabber, 
a  c l a i m  t h a t 
casts doubt on 

t h e  c l e r i c ' s 
v e r s i o n  o f 
e v e n t s .  B y 
p r o v i d i n g 
h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n t e x t ,  t h e 
B a a l e 
p o s i t i o n e d 
h i m s e l f  a s  a 
neutral arbiter, 
underscor ing 
the importance 
of documented 
t r a n s a c t i o n s 
a n d  l o n g -
s t a n d i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 
knowledge in 
r e s o l v i n g 
disputes.
Ashamu later 
conrmed to 
o u r 
correspondent 
t h a t  h e  h a s 
repor ted the 
matter to the 
p o l i c e . 
According to 
him, the police 
h a v e  a s k e d 
V e n e r a b l e 
S o w e r u n  t o 
present his own 
o w n e r s h i p 
documents if he 
claims title to 
the land.
Last Thursday, 
b o t h  p a r t i e s 
showed up at 
t h e  p o l i c e 
station where 
Sowerun was 
represented by 
his lawyer.
As of the time of 

this report, the 

dispute remains 

unresolved, as 

the police had 

asked the them 

to go to court. 

Lagos Land Dispute Pits Cleric Against Longtime 
Resident Amid Alleged Intimidation
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D r y c l e a n e r s . 

Second and third 

place performers 

w e r e  a l s o 

r e w a r d e d 

accordingly.

T h e  c e r e m o n y 

o p e n e d  w i t h  a 

prayer, praise and 

w o r s h i p ,  a n d 

thanksgiving songs, 

led by both Muslim 

a n d  C h r i s t i a n 

c l e r i c s  i n 

a t t e n d a n c e . 

Speaking at the 

event ,  Oso lana 

said:

"Firstly, I thank God 

Almighty for  His 

mercy over us, and 
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A
g e g e -

b o r n 

entrepre

neur and business 

mogul, Hon. Sola 

O s o l a n a , 

ce lebrated the 

top-per fo rm ing 

s t a f f  o f  h i s 

companies over 

t h e  w e e k e n d , 

recognising their 

dedication and 

hard work  w i th 

cash prizes.

O s o l a n a ,  t h e 

f o u n d e r  a n d 

c h a i r m a n  o f 

I m a g e  P l a s t i c 

Industries, Image 

D r y c l e a n e r s , 

Agege Business Mogul Rewards
Best Performing Staff 

Image Villa Hotels 

&  Apar tment s , 

a n d  I m a g e 

Global Limited, 

a w a r d e d 

N200,000 each to 

h i s  b e s t  s t a f f 

a c r o s s  t h e 

different sectors. 

Salaudeen Suliat 

of Image Plastic 

I n d u s t r i e s  w a s 

named Best Staff 

of the Year, Jonny 

Moses of Image 

Hotels received 

the  Hosp i ta l i t y 

S e c t o r  A w a r d , 

a n d  A t a n d e 

Taiwo emerged as 

Best Staff of Image 

I cannot thank the 

staff enough for 

their commitment 

and collaboration. 

They are wonderful. 

I chose to celebrate 

t h e m  t o  s h o w 

appreciation for 

their activities and 

d e d i c a t i o n 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

year."

T h e  e v e n t  a l s o 

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 

economic impact 

o f  O s o l a n a ' s 

ventures in I tele 

Ota, Ogun State. 

H R M  O b a 

A b d u l a t e e f 

K o l a w o l e ,  t h e 

Kabiesi of Otun 

I k o t u n  I t e l e , 

c o m m e n d e d 

O s o l a n a  f o r 

creating jobs and 

b o o s t i n g  t h e 

c o m m u n i t y ' s 

development.

"This community 

has long lacked 

i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t 

e m p l o y  l a r g e 

n u m b e r s  o f 

people. Thanks to 

O s o l a n a ' s 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , 

m a n y  o f  o u r 

people are now 

g a i n f u l l y 

e m p l o y e d , 

improv ing  the i r 

living standards. As 

t h e  h o s t 

community, we are 

very grateful," he 

said.

The celebrat ion 

concluded with 

c a k e - c u t t i n g , 

s u m p t u o u s 

delicacies, drinks, 

a n d  n o n - s t o p 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

from a live band 

and DJ, bringing 

staff, guests, and 

c o m m u n i t y 

members together 

i n  a  f e s t i v e 

atmosphere.

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye
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041 Communication Depot 
Seeks Partnership With 
Alimosho LG

T
h e 

Commander 

o f  0 4 1 

Communicat ion 

I n f o r m a t i o n 

Systems Depot, Air 

Commodore HC 

Usman (DSS, mni), 

led senior ofcers 

on a courtesy visit 

to the Alimosho 

Local Government 

E x e c u t i v e 

Chairman, Hon. 

Akinpelu Ibrahim 

J o h n s o n ,  o n 

Monday to explore 

a r e a s  o f 

collaboration and 

partnership.

The visit follows a 

familiarisation tour 

earlier this month by 

the Chairman and 

h i s  team to the 

D e p o t .  A i r 

C o m m o d o r e 

Usman expressed 

appreciation for 

the prompt visit and 

h i g h l i g h t e d 

opportunit ies for 

c o o p e r a t i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

annual end-of-year 

social and cultural 

event, BAZA, which 

u n i t e s  o f  c e r s , 

f a m i l i e s ,  a n d 

s t a k e h o l d e r s 

t h r o u g h  m u s i c , 

d a n c e ,  a n d 

cultural displays 

across Nigeria.

D u r i n g  t h e 

meeting, Usman 

commended the 

C h a i r m a n  f o r 

follow-up feasibility 

s t u d i e s  o n 

initiatives such as a 

c a s s a v a 

processing plant 

and support for 

farmers within the 

b a s e .  H e  a l s o 

r e q u e s t e d 

intervention on the 

poor condition of 

access roads to 

t h e  D e p o t , 

inclusion of base 

c o m m u n i t y 

m e m b e r s  i n 

month ly  smal l -

s c a l e  b u s i n e s s 

programmes, and 

consideration of 

qualied relations 

for employment 

opportunities.

I n  r e s p o n s e , 

C h a i r m a n 

J o h n s o n 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

administration's 

commitment to 

partnership and 

a s s u r e d  t h e 

ofcers that the 

Counc i l ' s  W ISE 

Agenda—Welfar

e, Infrastructure, 

S e c u r i t y ,  a n d 

Education—remai

ns inclusive and 

people-focused. 

He conrmed that 

spaces would be 

allocated to the 

Depot during social 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

programmes for 

s m a l l - s c a l e 

business owners 

and that engineers 

would assess and 

address the access 

r o a d  i s s u e 

promptly.

Members of the 

visiting delegation 

i n c l u d e d  F l i g h t 

L i e u t e n a n t  K E 

O b a s i ,  D e p o t 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 

O f  c e r ;  F l i g h t 

L i e u t e n a n t  S L 

S h e t t i m a , 

C o m m a n d i n g 

O f  c e r ,  B a s e 

Services Wing; Flying 

O f  c e r  S . 

A b d u l k a s h i m , 

S e c o n d - i n -

Command, Provost 

S q u a d r o n ;  P i l o t 

Ofcer CZ, Second-

i n - C o m m a n d , 

Works Squadron; 

and Flying Ofcer 

HA Badmus, Depot 

Pub l ic  Re la t ions 

Ofcer.

Kehinde Adeleye
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T
r a d i t i o n a l 

rulers in Ibeju 

Lekki, Lagos 

State have called 

o n  r e s i d e n t s , 

prospective land 

buyers, and the 

wider community 

t o  e x e r c i s e 

p a t i e n c e  a n d 

allow the judicial 

system to settle the 

ongoing Akodo 

l a n d  d i s p u t e , 

warning against 

taking matters into 

their own hands.

Led by HRM Oba 

A b d u l  H a k e e m 

O l o k o d a n o , 

Alakodo of Ibeju 

Land, the Ibeju 

Lekki Traditional 

Council stressed 

that ownership of 

large portions of 

A k o d o  l a n d 

remains tied up in 

m u l t i p l e  l e g a l 

b a t t l e s .  T h e 

council cautioned 

t h a t  a n y o n e 

p u r c h a s i n g 

property in the 

contested area 

without waiting for 

court rulings could 

face signicant 

nancial losses.

T h e  d i s p u t e 

involves at least 16 

p r o m i n e n t 

families, including 

the Oba Olumoye 

Oniwonlu Abejoye, 

K e j i b o  E l e j i d e , 

Ogunlaja, Ogbeni, 

a n d  A b d u l l a h i 

B a b a  E g b e 

f a m i l i e s ,  a l l 

asserting claims to 

different parcels of 

t h e  l a n d .  T h e 

complex i t y  has 

b e e n 

compounded by 

the involvement of 

several real estate 

c o m p a n i e s . 

H i s t o r i c a l 

j u d g m e n t s , 

including Supreme 

Court  decis ions 

dating back to the 

1920s, cover parts 

of the land but do 

n o t  r e s o l v e  a l l 

current cases still 

before the Lagos 

State High Court, 

such as Suit No. 

EPD/8283/LMW/20

19,  b rought  by 

descendants of 

the Oba Olumoye 

Oniwonlu family.

T h e  c o u n c i l 

emphasized that 

while customary 

institutions remain 

r e s p e c t e d , 

ultimate clarity on 

o w n e r s h i p  c a n 

o n l y  c o m e 

through the courts. 

Rushing into sales 

o r  i g n o r i n g 

ongoing litigation 

cou ld  resu l t  i n 

ev ic t ion ,  lega l 

b a t t l e s ,  a n d 

w a s t e d 

investments.

The  t rad i t iona l 

council's message 

e c h o e s  s i m i l a r 

calls from other 

r o y a l   g u r e s 

across  N iger ia, 

who have urged 

disputing parties 

t o  a b i d e  b y 

judicial outcomes. 

For instance, in 

D e l t a  S t a t e ,  a 

monarch recently 

r e m i n d e d 

communit ies to 

r e s p e c t  c o u r t 

r u l i n g s  i n  l a n d 

d i s p u t e s , 

h ighl ight ing the 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

legal  processes 

o v e r  s e l f - h e l p 

solutions.

For the Ibeju Lekki 

Traditional Council, 

the priority remains 

peace, stabil ity, 

and clar ity. The 

leadership urged 

all stakeholders to 

let “justice take its 

course through the 

l e g a l  s y s t e m , ” 

reaf rming that 

c o u r t s  a r e  t h e 

proper authority to 

determine rightful 

ownership in the 

Akodo land saga.

Ibeju Lekki Rulers Urge Patience 
in Akodo Land Case Atume Terfa
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commended the 

NIMC team for their 

d e d i c a t i o n , 

highlighting reports 

o f  e x c e l l e n t 

cooperation with 

r e s i d e n t s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y 

students requiring 

NINs for external 

examinations.

H e  u r g e d  t h e 

agency to bring 

any operational 

challenges to his 

attention promptly, 

assuring that his 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  19th January  - Sunday 25th January 2026OSHODI NEWS

T
he Chairman 

o f  O s h o d i -

I s o l o  L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

Otunba Kehinde 

O l o y e d e -

A l m a r o o f ,  h a s 

r e a f  r m e d  h i s 

adminis t rat ion's 

commitment to 

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 

National Identity 

M a n a g e m e n t 

C o m m i s s i o n 

(NIMC) in its efforts 

t o  e n s u r e 

comprehens ive 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f 

residents for the 

N a t i o n a l 

I d e n t i  c a t i o n 

Number (NIN).

T h e  a s s u r a n c e 

came during a 

v i s i t  b y  M r s . 

Morayo Cadmus, 

Superv i sor  and 

Head of the NIMC 

O s h o d i - I s o l o 

Ofce, who met 

with the Chairman 

on Wednesday. 

O l o y e d e -

A l m a r o o f 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

w o u l d  p r o v i d e 

n e c e s s a r y 

in te rvent ions  to 

facilitate efcient 

data capture. “We 

a r e  p a r t n e r s  i n 

progress, and that is 

why your visit at this 

t i m e  i s  h i g h l y 

appreciated,” he 

said, adding that 

the council would 

continue to support 

the commission to 

ensure all residents 

a re  i s sued the i r 

national identity 

numbers.

In her remarks, Mrs. 

C a d m u s 

e x p r e s s e d 

gratitude for the 

council's ongoing 

s u p p o r t  a n d 

r e q u e s t e d 

a d d i t i o n a l 

a s s i s t a n c e  t o 

improve resident 

registration efforts. 

She  reaf rmed 

N I M C ' s 

commitment to its 

m a n d a t e  o f 

captur ing every 

resident in Oshodi-

Isolo for effective 

p l a n n i n g  a n d 

governance.

The Chairman was 

j o i n e d  a t  t h e 

meet ing by the 

Local Government 

Party Chairman, 

A l h a j i  S a h e e d 

K o l a w o l e 

Animashaun, and 

H o n .  A z e e z 

Onibiyo.

Oshodi-Isolo LG Pledges Support 
to NIMC Kehinde Adeleye
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Government, Hon. 

Ogbara extended 

New Year greetings 

and reafrmed her 

commi tment  to 

their welfare. She 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

people of Kosofe 

as hardworking, 

r e s i l i e n t ,  a n d 

enterprising, noting 

that 2026 would be 

a  y e a r  o f 

deliberate action 

rather than mere 

rhetoric.

According to her, 

the Kosofe Mega 

E m p o w e r m e n t 

P r o g r a m m e  i s 

scheduled to hold 

o n  S u n d a y , 

January 25, 2026, 

a t  t h e  C M D 

Funplex Centre, 

CMD Road, within 

the constituency. 

The  in i t ia t i ve  i s 

targeted at youths, 

women, artisans, 
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H
on. Kalat 

A d e t o l a 

O g b a r a , 

Member  o f  the 

H o u s e  o f 

Representat ives 

r e p r e s e n t i n g 

K o s o f e  F e d e r a l 

Constituency, has 

announced the 

f o r t h c o m i n g 

K o s o f e  F e d e r a l 

C o n s t i t u e n c y 

M e g a 

E m p o w e r m e n t 

P r o g r a m m e ,  a 

l a r g e - s c a l e 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

d e s i g n e d  t o 

improve livelihoods 

and s t rengthen 

c o m m u n i t i e s 

across Kosofe in 

Lagos State.

T h e  l a w m a k e r 

m a d e  t h e 

a n n o u n c e m e n t 

d u r i n g  a  p r e s s 

brieng attended 

E m p o w e r m e n t  P r o g r a m m e :  
Ogbara Targets 1,000 Constituents

by party leaders, 

c o m m i t t e e 

member s ,  and 

c o m m u n i t y 

representatives. 

S h e  s a i d  t h e 

engagement was 

c o n v e n e d  t o 

clearly outline the 

object ives and 

s c o p e  o f  t h e 

initiative, stressing 

t h a t  i t  w a s 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r 

const i tuents  to 

hear directly from 

h e r  t o  a v o i d 

misinterpretation 

o f  t h e 

p r o g r a m m e ' s 

i n t e n t  a n d 

implementation.

A d d r e s s i n g 

r e s i d e n t s  o f 

A g b o y i - K e t u 

LCDA, Ikosi-Isheri 

LCDA, and Kosofe 

L o c a l 

traders, and small 

business owners, 

and is aimed at 

p rov id ing  too l s , 

opportunities, and 

resources to boost 

income generation 

a n d  d r i v e 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

economic growth.

H o n .  O g b a r a 

explained that the 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

exercise builds on 

s e v e r a l  s k i l l s -

d e v e l o p m e n t 

initiatives she has 

sponsored over the 

past year. These 

include the training 

of mechanics and 

artisans under the 

N a t i o n a l 

A u t o m o t i v e 

T e c h n i c i a n s 

Association (NATA) 

i n  C o m p r e s s e d 

Natural Gas (CNG) 

c o n v e r s i o n  i n 

A b e o k u t a ,  i n 

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r 

emerging trends in 

a u t o m o t i v e 

t e c h n o l o g y . 

Beneciaries of the 

training, she said, 

w i l l  n o w  b e 

empowered with 

the tools required to 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y 

carry out vehicle 

conversions.

She also recalled 

the profess ional 

makeup training 

o r g a n i s e d  f o r 

young women at a 

reputable makeup 

studio in Victoria 

Island, as well as 

s p e c i a l i s e d 

technical training 

c o n d u c t e d  b y 

Bosch, one of the 

world's  leading 

t o o l 

manufacturers, for 

a r t i s a n s  i n  t h e 

c o n s t i t u e n c y . 

M a n y  o f  t h e 

participants, she 

d i s c l o s e d ,  w i l l 

r e c e i v e  B o s c h 

tools as part of the 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

package.

T h e  l a w m a k e r 

emphasised that 

the programme is 

n o t  a  r o u t i n e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 

i t e m s ,  b u t  a 

deliberate, data-

d r i v e n 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

a i m e d  a t 

achieving long-

term impact. She 

exp la ined that 

beneciaries were 

proled through 

p h y s i c a l  a n d 

onl ine forms to 

assess their skills, 

age, economic 

s t a t u s ,  a n d 

exper ience ,  i n 

order to match 

t h e m  w i t h 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

s u p p o r t  b e s t 

s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r 

needs.

“This programme 

focuses on people 

who have already 

acquired skills and 

those who truly 

deserve support, 

i n c l u d i n g  l o w -

income earners 

and vulnerable 

constituents,” she 

s a i d .  “ B y 

equipping trained 

beneciaries with 

the right tools and 

support, we are 

ensuring that skills 

t r a n s l a t e  i n t o 

income, prosperity, 

a n d  s h a r e d 

growth.”

H o n .  O g b a r a 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e 

initiative aligns with 

t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government's 2026 

budget vision on 

shared prosperity, 

as articulated by 

P r e s i d e n t  B o l a 

A h m e d  T i n u b u , 

adding that her 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

drive reects the 

broader national 

a g e n d a  o f 

inclusive economic 

growth.

She announced 

that close to 1,000 

const i tuents wi l l 

b e n e  t  i n  t h e 

current phase of 

the programme, 

assuring those not 

selected that the 

exercise would be 

c o n t i n u o u s 

t h r o u g h o u t  h e r 

tenure. “We have 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

d a t a ,  a n d 

empowerment will 

rotate. Everyone 

will be reached in 

due course,” she 

said.

T h e  s e l e c t i o n 
p r o c e s s ,  s h e 
added, adopts a 
b o t t o m - u p 
approach cutting 
across  wards  in 
K o s o f e  L o c a l 
Government, Ikosi-
Isheri LCDA, and 
Agboyi-Ketu LCDA, 
with …

By Emmanuel Daniji
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Isale Eko Descendants Union
Congratulates Newly Installed 
White Cap Chiefs

he Isale Eko 

TDescendants 
Union (IEDU) 

has congratulated 
the newly installed 
White Cap Chiefs 
o f  L a g o s ,  
describing their 
elevation as well 
deserved and in 
line with tradition.
In a congratulatory 
f l y e r  m a d e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  
E c h o n e w s ,  t h e  

union praised the 
newly  ins ta l led 
chiefs, noting that 
they are men “for 
whom the caps 
t r u l y  f i t , ”  a n d  
commended the 
ancient institution 
for sustaining the 
cultural heritage of 
Lagos.
A m o n g  t h o s e  
installed at the 
weekend was Arc. 
G b o l a h a n  

Owodunn i  Ok i ,  
who was capped 
as  the Ogboni  
Iduntafa of Lagos 
(Onilegbale), while 
E n g r .  I s m a e l  
Ajibade (Nasiru-
A y e n i )  w a s  
installed as the 
E letu Odibo of 
Lagos.
Other s  i nc lude 
Ch ie f  Adebo la  
Olalekan (Alabi 
D o s u n m i )  a s  

Olorogun Adodo 
of Lagos; Chief 
Yusuf Jinadu as 
Bajulu of Lagos; 
C h i e f  R a s a q  
Abolaji as Onimole 
of Lagos; and Chief 
Lookman Bola j i  
Oluwa as Onisemo 
of Lagos.
T h e r e  w a s  
j u b i l a t i o n  a n d  
cultural fanfare 
across Isale Eko as 
Lagos witnessed 

t h e  f o r m a l  
capping of the 
new White Cap 
Chiefs—an historic 
ceremony that  
o n c e  a g a i n  
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  
c i t y ' s  r i c h  
t r a d i t i o n a l  
heritage.
The ceremony,  
held in the ancient 
heart of Lagos, was 
presided over by 
His Royal Majesty, 
O b a  R i l w a n  
B a b a t u n d e  
Osuolale Aremu 
Akiolu I, who led 

t h e  a g e - l o n g  
t radit ional  r i tes 
m a r k i n g  t h e  
elevation of the 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
indigenes into the 
revered White Cap 
C h i e f t a i n c y  
institution.
The colourful event 
a t t r a c t e d  
traditional chiefs, 
members of royal 
f a m i l i e s ,  
c o m m u n i t y  
leaders, cultural 
enthusiasts and 
residents of Isale 
Eko, who turned 
o u t  i n  l a r g e  
n u m b e r s  t o  
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  
m o m e n t o u s  
occasion.
The White Cap 
Chiefs institution 
remains one of the 
most respected 
t r a d i t i o n a l  
h i e r a r c h i e s  i n  
Lagos ,  w i th  i t s  
members serving 
as key custodians 
of customs, culture 
and t radi t ional  
governance in the 
ancient kingdom.
Speaking during 
the ceremony, the 
O b a  o f  L a g o s  
charged the newly 
installed chiefs to 
u p h o l d  t h e  
traditions of Lagos, 
s e r v e  t h e i r  
communities with 
i n t e g r i t y ,  a n d  
remain committed 
to the preservation 
of Yoruba cultural 
values.
The event  was 
m a r k e d  b y  
traditional music, 
chants,  prayers 
a n d  c o l o u r f u l  
displays of cultural 
s p l e n d o u r ,  a s  
r e s i d e n t s  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
occas ion  as  a  
proud moment for 
Isale Eko and Lagos 
State at large.
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enhance patient 

care and overall 

serv ice del ivery 

a c r o s s  t h e 

community.

A c t i n g  C o u n c i l 

M a n a g e r  M r . 

Osodipe Oladapo 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g IFAKO NEWS

T
h e  V i c e 

Chairman of 

I f a k o - I j a i y e 

L o c a l 

Government, Mrs. 

O l u w a t o y i n 

A k e r e l e , 

r e p r e s e n t i n g 

Chairman Prince 

U s m a n  A k a n b i 

Hamzat (UAH), has 

c o m m i s s i o n e d 

n e w  m e d i c a l 

e q u i p m e n t  a t 

l o c a l  P r i m a r y 

Health Centres, 

m a r k i n g  a 

signicant step in 

i m p r o v i n g 

h e a l t h c a r e 

de l ive ry  at  the 

grassroots level.

Speaking at the 

New Hospital Beds, Diagnostic 
Tools Presented to Ifako-Ijaiye 
PHCs

c e r e m o n y ,  t h e 

V i c e  C h a i r m a n 

said the provision 

of modern medical 

tools reects the 

admin i s t rat ion ' s 

commitment  to 

strengthening the 

p r i m a r y 

healthcare system 

a n d  e n s u r i n g 

r e s i d e n t s  h a v e 

access to quality 

medical services.

She noted that the 

rst phase of the 

equipment rollout 

includes hospital 

beds, diagnostic 

tools, and essential 

medical devices, 

w h i c h  a r e 

e x p e c t e d  t o 

u r g e d  h e a l t h 

workers to make 

proper use of the 

equipment while 

reassuring residents 

o f  the counc i l ' s 

ongoing support for 

the health sector. 

Health workers at 

t h e  f a c i l i t y 

e x p r e s s e d 

gratitude to the 

C h a i r m a n , 

desc r ib ing  the 

intervent ion as 

both timely and 

impactful.

The commissioning 

e v e n t  w a s 

attended by the 

Vice Chairman, the 

a c t i n g  C o u n c i l 

M a n a g e r ,  a n d 

management staff 

o f  t h e  l o c a l 

government.

Monday  19th January  - Sunday 25th January 2026

Kehinde Adeleye

Ijede LCDA Chairman Welcomes Pupils 
Back for Second Term

IKORODU

The Chairman 
of Ijede Local 
C o u n c i l 

Development Area 
( L C D A ) , 
M o t u n r a y o 
Gbadebo-Alogba, 
h a s  o f  c i a l l y 
welcomed pupils 
and students back 
to schools across 
I j e d e  f o r  t h e 
second term of the 
2025/26 academic 
session following 
the long holiday.

Schools in Lagos 
State resumed on 
Monday, January 
12, 2026, marking 
the start of the new 
term.

In a statement, the 

By Emmanuel Daniji

c h a i r m a n 
r e a f  r m e d  h e r 
administration's 
commitment to 
providing good 
l e a r n i n g 
condit ions and 
s u p p o r t  f o r 
s tudents ,  whi le 
emphasising the 
c r i t ica l  ro le  o f 
e d u c a t i o n  i n 
c o m m u n i t y 
development.

“As the second 
t e r m  b e g i n s ,  I 
warmly welcome 
all our pupils back 
t o  t h e i r 
c l a s s r o o m s , 

k n o w i n g  t h a t 
education is the 
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
building a brighter 
future for every 
c h i l d  i n  o u r 
community,” she 
said.

Gbadebo-Alogba 
encouraged pupils 

t o  r e m a i n 
d i s c i p l i n e d , 
f o c u s e d ,  a n d 
resi l ient, urging 
them to cultivate 
a  p o s i t i v e 
mindset, believe 
i n  t h e m s e l v e s , 
a n d  s t r i v e  f o r 
a c a d e m i c 

excellen
ce.

She also 
highlight
e d  h e r 
administ
rat ion's 
ongoing 
efforts to 
upgrad
e school 
infrastru
c t u r e , 

provide essential 
learning materials, 
and maintain safe 
and conducive 
l e a r n i n g 
environments.

“ I  s i n c e r e l y 
c o m m e n d  o u r 
d e d i c a t e d 

teachers for their 
tireless service, and 
urge parents and 
guardians to remain 
actively involved in 
suppor t ing  the i r 
c h i l d r e n ' s 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
journey. Together, 
le t  us  make th i s 
academic year a 
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d 
fullling one,” she 
added.

T h e  c h a i r m a n ' s 
s t a t e m e n t 
underscores Ijede 
LCDA's continued 
focus on education 
as a key driver for 
g r o w t h  a n d 
development within 
the community.
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d e v e l o p m e n t , 

e l e c t r i  c a t i o n , 

provision of social 

a m e n i t i e s ,  a n d 

c o m m u n i t y 

e m p o w e r m e n t 

p r o g r a m m e s . 

T h e s e  e f f o r t s , 

stakeholders say, 

have reinforced 

t h e  s t a t e 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

resolve to ensure 

that no community 

is left behind.

Speaking at the 

event, Chairman of 

Landmark CDA, Mr. 

Kunle Oshifuwa, 

d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

a w a r d  a s  a 

reection of the 

a s s o c i a t i o n ' s 

w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  19th January  - Sunday 25th January 2026IKORODU NEWS

T
he Landmark 

C o m m u n i t y 

Development 

Association (CDA), 

I g b o d u ,  i n  t h e 

A g u r a  a x i s  o f 

I k o r o d u  L o c a l 

Government Area, 

Lagos State, has 

c o n f e r r e d  t h e 

prestigious Rural 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Vanguard Award 

on Dr. Nurudeen 

Yekinni Agbaje, 

Special Adviser to 

the Lagos State 

Governor on Rural 

Development, in 

recognition of his 

o u t s t a n d i n g 

contr ibutions to 

g r a s s r o o t s 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

across the state.

The award was 

p r e s e n t e d  o n 

Saturday, January 

10, 2026, during the 

association's 2025 

Annual General 

Meeting (AGM), 

w h i c h  d r e w 

c o m m u n i t y 

leaders, residents, 

and development 

s t a k e h o l d e r s 

c o m m i t t e d  t o 

advancing rural 

growth.

According to the 

citation read at 

the ceremony, Dr. 

A g b a j e  w a s 

honoured for his 

e x c e p t i o n a l 

dedication to the 

advancement of 

Landmark CDA Honours 
Dr. Nurudeen Agbaje  

rural communities, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y 

through initiatives 

t h a t  h a v e 

i m p r o v e d 

l ivel ihoods and 

s t r e n g t h e n e d 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

development in 

Lagos State, in line 

w i t h  b r o a d e r 

n a t i o n a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

objectives.

Since assuming 

ofce, Dr. Agbaje 

h a s  o v e r s e e n 

several targeted 

i n t e r v e n t i o n s 

a c r o s s  r u r a l 

communit ies in 

Lagos, spanning 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

appreciation for 

p u b l i c  o f  c e 

h o l d e r s  w h o 

d e m o n s t r a t e 

g e n u i n e 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o 

r u r a l 

transformation.

“This recognition is 

our modest way of 

appreciating Dr. 

Nurudeen Yekinni 

Agbaje for his visible 

impact  on ru ra l 

communities. His 

e f f o r t s  h a v e 

translated into real 

development at 

the grassroots, and 

our  people can 

t r u l y  f e e l  t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e , ” 

Oshifuwa said.

He added that 

Landmark CDA 

r e m a i n s 

c o m m i t t e d  t o 

collaborating with 

g o v e r n m e n t 

a g e n c i e s  a n d 

d e v e l o p m e n t -

o r i e n t e d 

i n d i v i d u a l s  t o 

a c c e l e r a t e 

progress  with in 

I g b o d u  a n d 

n e i g h b o u r i n g 

communities.

The presentation 

o f  t h e  a w a r d 

formed a major 

highlight of the 

A G M , 

underscoring the 

role of community 

d e v e l o p m e n t 

associat ions as 

critical partners in 

driving sustainable 

development and 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

accountability at 

the grassroots level.

Dr. Agbaje, who 

has cons istent ly 

c h a m p i o n e d 

i n c l u s i v e  r u r a l 

policies under the 

administration of 

Governor Babajide 

Oluso la  Sanwo-

Olu, continues to 

r e c e i v e 

c o m m e n d a t i o n 

from communities 

across Lagos State 

for his hands-on 

approach to rural 

development and 

c o m m u n i t y 

engagement.

By Emmanuel Daniji
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Igbogbo/Baiyeku LCDA Deploys
NIMC Officials to Ease APC 
E-Registration 
R

esidents of 

Igbogbo/Bai

yeku LCDA 

participating in the 

o n g o i n g  A l l 

P r o g r e s s i v e s 

Congress  (APC) 

n a t i o n w i d e  e -

registration exercise 

can now obtain 

t h e i r  N a t i o n a l 

I d e n t i  c a t i o n 

Number (NIN) and 

complete  par ty 

registration at the 

s a m e  t i m e , 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

d e p l o y m e n t  o f 

National Identity 

M a n a g e m e n t 

Commission (NIMC) 

ofcials to the area.

T h e  A P C  e -

r e g i s t r a t i o n 

e x e r c i s e 

commenced in 

the council area 

on January 5, with 

s t e a d y 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

r e c o r d e d . 

H o w e v e r , 

feedback f rom 

t h e  g r a s s r o o t s 

revealed a major 

c h a l l e n g e ,  a s 

m a n y  w i l l i n g 

re s ident s  were 

u n a b l e  t o 

proceed due to 

the requirement of 

a NIN, which a 

signicant number 

had yet to secure.

In response, the 

C h a i r m a n  o f 

Igbogbo/Baiyeku 

L C D A ,  O m o ' b a 

Hammed Olalekan 

A r o y e w u n , 

f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e 

d e p l o y m e n t  o f 

NIMC ofcials to 

strategic locations 

within the council 

to ensure that no 

r e s i d e n t  i s 

excluded from the 

process.
W i t h  t h i s 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , 

residents can now 

enroll for their NIN 

and complete APC 

registration in one 

visit. For Igbogbo 

C e n t r a l  a n d 

s u r r o u n d i n g 

c o m m u n i t i e s , 

NIMC ofcials are 

stationed at the 

Ayegbami area 

of Igbogbo, while 

r e s i d e n t s  o f 

Ibeshe Kingdom 

can access the 

serv ice at  the 

A P C  P a r t y 

S e c r e t a r i a t  i n 

Ibeshe.
T h e  m o v e 

e f f e c t i v e l y 

removes a major 

b a r r i e r  t o 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 

s impl i fy ing the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n 

p r o c e s s  a n d 

m a k i n g  c i v i c 

e n g a g e m e n t 

more accessible to 

residents.
Speaking on the 

i n i t i a t i v e , 

C h a i r m a n 

Aroyewun said the 

intervention was 

aimed at ensuring 

t h a t  e v e r y 

interested resident 

c a n  r e g i s t e r 

w i t h o u t 

u n n e c e s s a r y 

difculty. He also 

e x p r e s s e d 

appreciation to 

key stakeholders 

who supported the 

effort.
He commended 

H o n .  B a b a j i m i 

B e n s o n  ( J B ) , 

Member of  the 

H o u s e  o f 

Representatives for 

Ikorodu Federal 

Constituency, for 

f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e 

digital registration 

m a c h i n e s ,  a n d 

Hon. Aro Moshood 

Abiodun (AMA), 

M e m b e r  o f  t h e 

Lagos State House 

of Assembly, for 

coordinating with 

NIMC and ensuring 

t h e  t i m e l y 

d e p l o y m e n t  o f 

personnel to the 

LCDA.
T h e  A P C 

n a t i o n w i d e  e -

registration window 

i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 

c l o s e  l a t e r  t h i s 

m o n t h .  P a r t y 

o f  c i a l s  h a v e 

therefore urged 

residents who are 

yet to register to 

take advantage of 

t h e  n e w 

arrangement by 

visiting any of the 

designated centres 

to enroll for their NIN 

and complete their 

registration.
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e 

underscores the 

c o u n c i l 

admin i s t ra t ion ' s 

commi tment  to 

i n c l u s i v e 

participation and 

r e s p o n s i v e 

g r a s s r o o t s 

g o v e r n a n c e , 

ensuring that the 

voices of residents 

o f 

Igbogbo/Baiyeku 

a r e  f u l l y 

represented.

IKORODU NEWS

By Emmanuel Daniji
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commitment to 
the development 
of the area and 
facilitated major 
p r o j e c t s  a n d 
investments.
According to him, 
the init iat ive is 
i n t e n d e d  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n , 
r e c o g n i s e 
g e n u i n e 
contr ibutors  to 
I k o r o d u ' s 
p r o g r e s s ,  a n d 
b r o a d e n  t h e 
c l u b ' s 
developmental 
r e a c h  w i t h o u t 
compromising its 
core values.
He further stated 
that the club's 
status as the rst 
e l i t e  c l u b  i n 
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P
res ident of 
the Exclusive 
Club Ikorodu, 

O g b e n i  B o l a j i 
O s i n o w o ,  h a s 
r e a f  r m e d  t h e 
club's  endur ing 
commitment to 
g r a s s r o o t s 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
c o m m u n i t y 
i m p a c t ,  a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
excellence as the 
foremost socio-
cultural  c lub in 
Ikorodu Divis ion 
m a r k s  i t s  6 0 t h 
anniversary.
Speaking on the 
historic relevance 
o f  t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
Osinowo revealed 
that the Exclusive 
C l u b  I k o r o d u 
remains the rst 
c l u b  e v e r 
established in the 
e n t i r e  I k o r o d u 
Division, a status he 
said comes with 
both responsibility 
and pride.
He noted that the 
club was founded 
as a platform for 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
engagement and 
g r a s s r o o t s 
development, a 
mandate i t  has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
u p h e l d  f o r  s i x 
decades.
“ T h e  E x c l u s i v e 
Club Ikorodu was 
f o r m e d  t o 
c o n t r i b u t e 
meaningful ly to 
the development 
of Ikorodu at the 
grassroots level. 
Sixty years later, we 
are still guided by 
t h a t  s a m e 
purpose,” he said.
O s i n o w o 

expla ined that 
membersh ip of 
t h e  c l u b  h a s 
traditionally been 
strictly reserved for 
i n d i g e n e s  o f 
Ikorodu, a policy 
a i m e d  a t 
preserving cultural 
i d e n t i t y , 
accountabi l i ty , 
and deep-rooted 
commitment to 
t h e  l a n d . 
H o w e v e r ,  h e 
disclosed that the 
c l u b  i s  n o w 
e x p l o r i n g 
structured ways to 
a d m i t  k e y 
stakeholders from 
across  I ko rodu 
D i v i s i o n  w h o , 
t h o u g h  n o t 
indigenes, have 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
e x c e p t i o n a l 

Ikorodu informed 
the adoption of 
v e r y  h i g h 
a d m i s s i o n 
standards from 
inception, noting 
that these criteria 
s i g n i  c a n t l y 
inuenced the 
social evolution of 
the division.
“ B e c a u s e  w e 
were the rst, our 
a d m i s s i o n 
standards were 
deliberately high. 
Over t ime, this 
g a v e  r i s e  t o 
several other elite 
c l u b s  a c r o s s 
Ikorodu Division, 
which today also 
c o n t r i b u t e 
meaningfully to 
c o m m u n i t y 
development,” 

O s i n o w o 
explained.
O n  l e g a c y 
p r o j e c t s ,  t h e 
p r e s i d e n t 
announced that 
t h e 
groundbreaking 
ceremony for the 
c l u b ' s  n e w 
s e c r e t a r i a t  i s 
scheduled to take 
place in January 
2026. He revealed 
that the project, to 
be executed with 
a state-of-the-art 
m a s t e r p l a n ,  i s 
expected to span 
about two years 
b e f o r e 
completion.
O s i n o w o 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
p r o p o s e d 
secretariat as a 
landmark facility 
that would serve 
as  a symbol  of 
pride for sons and 
d a u g h t e r s  o f 
Ikorodu, adding 
that it would stand 
as an architectural 
and institutional 
e x p r e s s i o n  o f 
excellence.
Reecting on the 
c l u b ' s  j o u r n e y , 
Osinowo traced its 
evolution from the 
e a r l y 
chairmanship era 
t o  t h e  c u r r e n t 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
system. He paid 
tribute to pioneer 
c h a i r m e n , 
including the late 
C h i e f  T . O . S . 
Benson and other 
founding leaders, 
whom he credited 
w i t h  l a y i n g  a 
strong foundation 
t h a t  h a s 
distinguished the 
c l u b  o v e r  t h e 

decades.
He said the vision, 
d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d 
fores ight  of  the 
p i o n e e r s 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
trajectory that has 
e n a b l e d 
s u c c e s s i v e 
administrations to 
sustain the club's 
r e l e v a n c e  a n d 
u n i q u e n e s s  i n 
Ikorodu's  socio-
d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
space.
O s i n o w o  a l s o 
h igh l ighted the 
collaborative spirit 
of members, noting 
t h a t  b e y o n d 
c o l l e c t i v e 
c o r p o r a t e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s , 
members of the 
E x c l u s i v e  C l u b 
Ikorodu individually 
and jointly support 
Lions Club projects 
a n d  o t h e r 
h u m a n i t a r i a n 
i n i t i a t i v e s  t o 
empower residents 
a n d  i m p a c t 
g r a s s r o o t s 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
across the division.
According to him, 
such partnerships 
reect the club's 
conv ict ion  that 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
deve lopment  i s 
b e s t  a c h i e v e d 
t h r o u g h 
cooperation and 
s h a r e d 
responsibility.
H e  a s s u r e d 
m e m b e r s  a n d 
stakeholders that 
t h e  c u r r e n t 
leadership remains 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
d e e p e n i n g 
g r a s s r o o t s 
e n g a g e m e n t , 
strengthenin…

Exclusive Club Ikorodu @ 60: 
Osinowo Reaffirms Commitment 
to Grassroots Development By Emmanuel Daniji
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uphold the dignity 
o f  the  th rone , 
promote peace, 
foster unity, and 
d e l i b e r a t e l y 
p u r s u e 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
among all princes 
a n d  p a r t i e s 
involved in the 
s u c c e s s i o n 
process.
“ B e y o n d  t h e 
c r o w n  l i e s  a 
s a c r e d 
responsibility. Be a 
br idge-bui lder . 
Extend a hand of 
reconc i l ia t ion , 
because contests 
fo r  the  th rone 
must never outlive 
the coronation,” 
he advised.
The Chairman of 
I j e d e  L C D A , 
M o t u n r a y o 
G b a d e b o -
A l o g b a , 
represented by 
her deputy, Femi 
Kabir, described 
the installation as 
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I
jede Kingdom, 
o n  F r i d a y , 
w i t n e s s e d  a 

historic moment as 
His Royal Majesty, 
O b a  ( H o n . ) 
Saheed Hassan 
A d e f a r a s i n , 
Ajanaku I I ,  was 
formally installed 
as the Alajede of 
Ijede, bringing to 
an end a 13-year 
vacancy on the 
revered traditional 
stool.
The ins ta l lat ion 
ceremony, held at 
the I jede Local 
C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
A r e a  ( L C D A ) 
S e c r e t a r i a t , 
followed years of 
s u c c e s s i o n 
disputes and court 
cases after  the 
d e m i s e  o f  t h e 
former monarch, 
O b a  F a t a i 
A d e b o y e 
Oresanya, Ladega 
II.
Oba Adefarasin 
w a s  p r e s e n t e d 
with the Staff of 
O f  c e  a n d 
C e r t i  c a t e  o f 
Recogni t ion by 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
G o v e r n o r ,  M r . 
Babajide Olusola 
S a n w o - O l u , 
represented by the 
Commissioner for 
Local Government 
and Chieftaincy 
Matters, Hon. Bolaji 
Kayode Robert.
T h e  e v e n t 
att racted royal 
f a t h e r s , 
g o v e r n m e n t 
ofcials, political 
l e a d e r s , 
c o m m u n i t y 
stakeholders, and 

r e s i d e n t s  f r o m 
across Ijede and 
Ikorodu Division.
P resent ing  the 
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f 
o f  c e ,  H o n . 
R o b e r t 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
the new monarch 
and described the 
ceremony as a 
reafrmation of 
the importance of 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n 
governance and 
c o m m u n i t y 
stability.
“ T o d a y  a f  r m s 
that we honour 
our traditions. I 
c o n g r a t u l a t e 
Kabiyesi on this 
historic occasion 
and on the wide 
acceptance he 
has received from 
the people,” the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r 
said.
He charged Oba 
A d e f a r a s i n  t o 

h i s t o r i c  a n d 
congratu lated 
the monarch on 
his ascension.
“Your emergence 
m a r k s  t h e 
beginning of a 
new chapter of 
unity, peace, and 
development for 
I j e d e .  W e  a r e 
condent your 
r e i g n  w i l l  b e 
g u i d e d  b y 
wisdom, justice, 
a n d 
inc lus iveness ,” 
she said, assuring 
the palace of the 
c o u n c i l ' s 
p a r t n e r s h i p  i n 
g r a s s r o o t s 
development.
I n  h i s 
a c c e p t a n c e 
s p e e c h ,  O b a 
A d e f a r a s i n 
e x p r e s s e d 
gratitude to the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government and 
the  peop le  o f 

I j e d e  f o r  t h e i r 
support, pledging 
t o  r e i g n  w i t h 
fairness, humility, 
and inclusiveness.
“I accept this Staff 

of Ofce with a 

solemn promise 

that my reign shall 

be one of peace, 

u n i t y ,  a n d 

development.  I 

shall be a father to 

all, irrespective of 

differences,” the 

monarch said.
H e  c a l l e d  o n 

r e s i d e n t s  t o 

e m b r a c e 

reconciliation and 

harmony, stressing 

that unity remains 

the foundation of 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

progress  in  the 

kingdom.
The Ayangburen 

of Ikorodu, HRM 

O b a  K a b i r u 

Adewale Shotobi, 

wh i le  speak ing 

a f t e r  t h e 

c e r e m o n y , 

e x p r e s s e d 

satisfaction over 

the instal lat ion, 

noting that Ikorodu 

D i v i s i o n  h a d 

gained another 

traditional ruler. He 

urged the people 

of I jede to ral ly 

r o u n d  t h e  n e w 

A l a j e d e  i n  t h e 

interest of peace 

and development.
The ceremony was 

a t t e n d e d  b y 

several traditional 

rulers from Ikorodu 

D i v i s i o n ,  s e n i o r 

g o v e r n m e n t 

ofc ia l s ,  fo rmer 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s , 

l a w m a k e r s , 

c o m m u n i t y 

l e a d e r s ,  a n d 

p o l i t i c a l 

stakeholders.
With the installation 
of  Oba Saheed 
Hassan Adefarasin, 
Ijede Kingdom now 
begins a new era of 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
leadership after 
m o r e  t h a n  a 
d e c a d e  o f 
transition, signalling 
renewed hope for 
unity, stability, and 
development.

At Last, Ijede Gets New Oba 
After 13 Years By Emmanuel Daniji
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Tonto Dikeh Sets Boundaries for 
Brand Partnerships in 2026

By Saheed Afolabi 
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N
o l l y w o o d 
actress and 
po l i t ic ian 

Tonto Dikeh has 
announced that in 
2026 she will be 
more intentional 
about the brands 
and organisations 
she chooses  to 
as soc iate  w i th , 
e m p h a s i s i n g 
r e s p e c t  a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
boundaries.

In an Instagram 
post  shared on 
Wednesday, Dikeh 
stressed that she 
will not collaborate 
with or promote 
a n y o n e  w h o  i s 
h o s t i l e  o r 
d i s r e s p e c t f u l 
toward her, her 

faith, or her pastor. 
She made it clear 
that she will only 
support brands 
t h a t  v a l u e , 
h o n o u r ,  a n d 
protect her person 
and work.

D i k e h  a l s o 
r e m i n d e d 
individuals and 
organisations to 
d i s c u s s 
appearance fees 
w i t h  h e r 
m a n a g e m e n t 
before inviting her 
t o  e v e n t s , 
highlighting that 
s h e  d o e s  n o t 
engage in casual 
a p p e a r a n c e s 
a n d  o n l y 
par t ic ipates  in 
opportunities with 

clear professional 
terms.

"This year, I will be 
very intentional 

about the brands 
and individuals I 
choose to support. 

Respect is non-
negotiable," she 
wrote. "I will not 
contribute to the 

g r o w t h  o f  a n y 
brand that doesn't 
value, honour, or 
protect me and my 
work. Unless there is 
a close personal 
relationship, please 
d o  n o t  e x t e n d 
event invitations 
w i t h o u t   r s t 
d i s c u s s i n g  m y 
appearance fee 
w i t h  m y 
management."

The actress  and 
l a w m a k e r ' s 
statement comes 
a s  s h e  s e t s  h e r 
priorities for the new 
year, signalling a 
more selective and 
strategic approach 
to endorsements 
and professional 
collaborations

D e e O n e  C a l l s  f o r  P r o b e  i n t o 
NGOs Funding Terrorism and Trafficking

P
o p u l a r 

N i g e r i a n 

reality star 

and comedian 

D e e O n e  h a s 

urged the federal 

g o v e r n m e n t  t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e 

 n a n c i a l 

management of all 

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye

Non-Governmental 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s 

( N G O s )  i n  t h e 

country.

In a video shared 

on his Instagram 

p a g e  o n 

W e d n e s d a y , 

D e e O n e 

h i g h l i g h t e d 

concerns about 

the misuse of NGO 

funds for unlawful 

a c t i v i t i e s , 

including terrorism, 

k i d n a p p i n g , 

human trafcking, 

and other criminal 

enterprises.

" F e d e r a l 

government  o f 

N iger ia,  p lease 

investigate all the 

NGOs accounts in 

the country. A lot 

of them are being 

used to sponsor 

t e r r o r i s m , 

kidnappers, child 

t rafck ing,  and 

e v e n  h u m a n 

h a r v e s t i n g , " 

DeeOne said.

He emphas i sed 

that while NGOs 

play a vital role in 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 

w o r k ,  s o m e 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

exploit their status 

t o  m a k e  v a s t 

amounts of money 

illegitimately, often 

at the expense of 

vulnerable people.

"We're not saying 

you shou ld  not 

make money, but it 

has to be legit, not 

at the expense of 

people's lives," the 

reality star added, 

warning that some 

individuals set up 

NGOs under the 

gu i se of  char i ty 

after performing a 

r e s c u e  o r 

humanitarian act 

a n d  q u i c k l y 

b e c o m e  m u l t i -

millionaires.

DeeOne's call adds 

to growing public 

scrutiny of NGOs in 

N i g e r i a  a n d 

highlights the need 

f o r  s t r o n g e r 

regulatory oversight 

t o  e n s u r e 

transparency and 

accountability in 

the sector.
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Regina Daniels' Friend, Ann, Released 
After Two Nights in Detention

By Saheed Afolabi 
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A
c t r e s s 

R e g i n a 

D a n i e l s ' 

close friend, Ann, 

has regained her 

f r e e d o m  a f t e r 

s p e n d i n g  t w o 

nights in detention 

following a theft 

a l legat ion .  The 

c a s e  h a s  n o w 

been adjourned to 

March 5, 2026.

A n n  w a s 

reportedly arrested 

i n  L a g o s  o n 

Monday and own 

t o  A b u j a  i n  a 

private jet over the 

allegation, which 

w a s  r e p o r t e d l y 

made by Regina 

Daniels' estranged 

husband, Senator 

Ned Nwoko. The 

senator made the 

fresh claim two 

months after his 

separation from 

t h e  a c t r e s s , 

reportedly linked 

to allegations of 

d o m e s t i c 

violence.

B e f o r e  A n n ' s 

release, Regina 

D a n i e l s '  e l d e r 

brother, Sammy 

Dan ie l s ,  ra i sed 

c o n c e r n s  o n 

Instagram about 

the handling of 

t h e  c a s e , 

revealing that Ann 

was taken to court 

without access to 

h e r  l e g a l 

representative. He 

wrote:

" S i m i l a r 

techniques. Not 

l e t t i n g  l e g a l 

representative or 

family aware of the 

whereabouts. Not 

al lowing anyone 

know the court, nal 

stage prison. Case 

a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l 

March 5th."

H o u r s  l a t e r ,  h e 

a n n o u n c e d  h e r 

release: "My T.E.D. 

Ann is out."

The development 

c o m e s  a m i d 

ongoing tensions 

b e t w e e n  t h e 

act ress  and her 

e s t r a n g e d 

husband, drawing 

attention to legal 

procedures and the 

t r e a t m e n t  o f 

individuals involved 

i n  h i g h - p r o  l e 

disputes.

VDM Denies Blame in Phyna-Iyabo Ojo Fallout

P
o p u l a r 

s o c i a l 

m e d i a 

i n  u e n c e r 

V e r y D a r k M a n 

( V D M )  h a s 

r e s p o n d e d  t o 

claims made by 

r e a l i t y  T V  s t a r 

P h y n a ,  w h o 

described him as a 

“Very Dirty Boy” 

and suggested he 

contributed to the 

breakdown of her 

relationship with 

actress Iyabo Ojo.

I n  a  d e t a i l e d 

public statement, 

VDM expressed 

disappointment 

o v e r  t h e 

a c c u s a t i o n s , 

insisting that his 

support for Phyna 

w a s  a l w a y s 

s i n c e r e  a n d 

unconditional. He 

highlighted that 

he cons i s tent ly 

a s s i s t e d  h e r 

throughout  her 

career, promoting 

h e r  p r o j e c t s , 

offering guidance 

on personal and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 

m a t t e r s ,  a n d 

providing support 

f o r  f a m i l y 

concerns without 

e x p e c t i n g 

anything in return.

" I  always made 

myself accessible 

whenever Phyna 

r e a c h e d  o u t , 

w h e t h e r  f o r 

a d v i c e ,  p a i d 

p r o m o t i o n a l 

support, or family 

m a t t e r s .  M y 

Kehinde Adeleye

Kehinde Adeleye
a c t i o n s  w e r e 

m o t i v a t e d  b y 

l o y a l t y  a n d 

g o o d w i l l ,  n o t 

personal gain," he 

said.

V D M  a l s o 

questioned what 

b e n e  t  h e 

p e r s o n a l l y 

derived from the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , 

emphasising that 

his intentions were 

always genuine. 

He reected on 

p a s t 

c o n t r o v e r s i e s , 

noting that greed 

a n d  c e r t a i n 

choices strained 

relationships, and 

o b s e r v e d  t h a t 

seve ra l  fo rmer 

s u p p o r t e r s 

d i s t a n c e d 

t h e m s e l v e s  a s 

public interest in 

P h y n a 

decreased.

D e s p i t e  t h e 

disagreement, 

VDM concluded 

on a positive note, 

s tat ing that  he 

h a r b o u r s  n o 

b i t t e r n e s s  a n d 

w i s h e s  P h y n a 

success in all her 

future endeavours.
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Young Game Wants Recognition
of African Artists Abroad  

By Saheed Afolabi 
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N
i g e r i a n 

Af robeats 
s i n g e r 

Young Game has 
drawn attention to 
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s 
faced by African 
d iaspora  ar t i s t s 
s t r i v i n g  f o r 
recognition within 
t h e  A f r o b e a t s 
industry, despite 
their growing role in 
the genre's global 
success.

Born Sunday Paul 
Bassey in Ndi Okpo 
I h e c h i o w a , 
Arochukwu, Abia 
S t a t e ,  Y o u n g 
G a m e  i s  n o w 
based in Italy and 
represents a new 
wave of African 
creatives abroad 

Kehinde Adeleye w h o  s h o w c a s e 
t h e i r  c u l t u r e 
internationally but 
struggle for equal 
visibility compared 
to artists based in 
Nigeria.

Speaking on the 
h u r d l e s ,  Y o u n g 
Game noted that 
physical distance 
f r o m  N i g e r i a ' s 
music ecosystem 
remains a major 
barrier. “Afrobeats 
is global now, but 
access is still very 
local ,”  he said, 
pointing out that 
d iaspora ar t i s t s 
o f t e n  l a c k  t h e 
i n d u s t r y 
c o n n e c t i o n s , 
media exposure, 
radio support, and 
live performance 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

necessary to break 
records.

H e  f u r t h e r 
expla ined that , 
w h i l e  m a n y 
diaspora musicians 
invest heavily in 
p r o d u c t i o n , 
promot ion,  and 
distribution, their 
e f f o r t s  a r e 
f r e q u e n t l y 

overlooked due to 
i n d u s t r y 
gatekeeping and 
l o c a t i o n  b i a s . 
“You can have 
the sound,  the 
s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e 
consistency, but 
without proximity 
to the industry, it's 
e a s y  t o  b e 
i g n o r e d , ”  h e 

stated.

Y o u n g  G a m e 
also highlighted 
a n  i d e n t i t y 
c h a l l e n g e  f o r 
diaspora artists, 
w h o  a r e 
s o m e t i m e s 
considered “too 
foreign” for the 
local market and 

“ n o t  A f r i c a n 
e n o u g h ” 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 
Desp i te  th i s ,  he 
s t r e s s e d  t h e i r 
i m p o r t a n c e  t o 
Afrobeats' global 
expansion, noting 
that exposure to 
diverse audiences 
fuels innovation and 
i n t r o d u c e s  t h e 
g e n r e  t o  n e w 
territories.

C a l l i n g  f o r 
inclusivity, the singer 
urged the industry 
t o  e m b r a c e 
diaspora creatives 
a s  e s s e n t i a l 
c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o 
Afrobeats culture. 
“ A f r o b e a t s  i s 
strongest when it is 
unied. Diaspora 
artists should not be 
treated as outsiders, 
but as extensions of 
the cu l ture,”  he 
said.

F u n k e  A k i n d e l e  E n c o u r a g e s 
Empathy for People Living with Lupus

N
ol lywood 

a c t r e s s 

a n d 

lmmaker Funke 

A k i n d e l e  h a s 

h ighl ighted the 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f 

e m p a t h y  a n d 

understanding for 

individuals living 

w i t h  l u p u s , 

following a visit to 

the community in 

Abeokuta.

A k i n d e l e ,  w h o 

recently hosted a 

meet-and-greet 

event for her movie 

' B e h i n d  t h e 

Scenes', expressed 

h o w  d e e p l y 

moved she was by 

the opportunity to 

c o n n e c t  w i t h 

people affected 

by the condition.

" M y  t r i p  t o 

Abeokuta for the 

Behind The Scenes 

meet-and-greet 

was so much fun. I 

was surrounded by 

hugs, smiles, and 

g r a t i t u d e  t h a t 

touched my heart 

deeply," Akindele 

shared.

During the event, 

she stressed that 

l u p u s  i s  n o t 

contagious and 

s h o u l d  n o t  b e 

stigmatised, urging 

the public to offer 

s u p p o r t  a n d 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

"Lupus is a medical 

condition, not a 

label, and never a 

reason to hide. To 

everyone l i v ing 

with it, you are not 

alone," she added.

A k i n d e l e  a l s o 

r e a f  r m e d  h e r 

commi tment  to 

using her platform 

to raise awareness 

about important 

c a u s e s  a n d  t o 

share impactfu l 

stories. The event, 

o r g a n i s e d  i n 

collaboration with 

L u r e g  S u p p o r t , 

offered a space for 

m e a n i n g f u l 

i n te ra c t i on  a nd 

recognition for the 

lupus community.

"Meeting people 

living with lupus who 

felt seen through 

Behind the Scenes 

reminded me why 

stor ies rooted in 

empathy, self-care, 

and self-love truly 

matter," she said, 

e x p r e s s i n g 

grat i tude to the 

organisers for the 

opportunity to shine 

a  l i g h t  o n  t h e 

community.

Kehinde Adeleye
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'Bronze That Feels Like Gold': 
President Tinubu Hails Super Eagles' 

Resilience After AFCON Victory
P

res ident  Bo la  

T i n u b u  h a s  

e x t e n d e d  h i s  

congratulations to the 

Super Eagles of Nigeria 

following their third-

place finish at the 2025 

Africa Cup of Nations 

(AFCON) in Morocco.

The Nigerian national 

t e a m  s e c u r e d  t h e  

b r o n z e  m e d a l  o n  

S a t u r d a y  a f t e r  a  

grueling encounter with 

Egypt, a victory the 

President described as a 

testament to the "can-

do spirit" of the nation.

Rising Above Semi-Final 

Heartbreak

T h e  S u p e r  E a g l e s '  

journey to the podium 

was marked by a quick 

recovery from a painful 

semi-final exit. Just last 

Wednesday, the team 

lost to the host nation, 

Morocco, in a penalty 

shootout—a defeat that 

momentarily dashed 

the hopes of millions of 

Niger ians eyeing a 

fourth continental title.

However, the team 

bounced back in the 

thi rd-place playoff ,  

d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  

"Pharaohs" of Egypt 

throughout regulation 

t ime before f ina l ly  

clinching the win in a 

c l i n i c a l  p e n a l t y  

shootout.

The Resilience of the 

Nigerian Spirit

In a statement released 

by Bayo Onanuga, 

Special Adviser to the 

President on Information 

& Strategy, President 

T inubu praised the 

players for their mental 

toughness.

"Despite their good run 

during the tournament, 

the Eagles lost the semi-

f i n a l  m a t c h  t o  

Morocco... and our 

peop le ' s  hopes  o f  

w i n n i n g  t h e  

championship were 

dashed," the President 

remarked. "However, 

our players remained 

u n d a u n t e d ,  a n d  

exhibiting the resilience 

of the Nigerian spirit, 

their efforts have now 

paid off."

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

emphasized that while 

t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i z e  

remained out of reach 

this time, the manner in 

which the team secured 

third place against a 

seven-time champion 

like Egypt was a point of 

national pride.

A Hero's Welcome in 

Rabat

The Super Eagles are set 

t o  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  

decorated with their 

medals on Sunday in 

Rabat. Looking ahead 

to the ceremony, the 

President expressed the 

g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  

federat ion  fo r  the  

t e a m ' s  " g a l l a n t "  

performance.

“We will all be proud of 

them as they receive 

t h e i r  h a r d - e a r n e d  

bronze medal," Tinubu 

said. "Thank you, our 

gallant Super Eagles. 

This bronze medal surely 

feels good like gold."

AFCON 2025:- NDIDI, ONUACHU, 
OSIMHEN RETURN TO TURKEY, 
MISS MEDAL PRESENTATION

S
u p e r  E a g l e s  

s t a r s  V i c t o r  

Osimhen, Paul 

Onuachu and team 

captain Wilfred Ndidi 

have returned to 

T u r k e y  f o l l o w i n g  

N iger ia ' s  AFCON 

2025 outing and will 

m i s s  the of f ic ia l  

medal presentation.

The trio, who are all 

based in the Turkish 

Super Lig, departed 

immediately after 

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ' s  

match on a private 

jet arranged at the 

reques t  o f  the i r  

respective clubs. 

Osimhen is on the 

b o o k s  o f  

G a l a t a s a r a y ,  

Onuachu plays for 

Trabzonspor, while 

Ndidi features for 

Besiktas.

As a result of their 

early departure, the 

three players will not 

be present at the 

medal ceremony 

s c h e d u l e d  f o r  

Saturday. 

It is understood that 

their medals will be 

presented to them at 

a later date through 

the Nigeria Football 

Federation.

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  

a b s e n c e  a t  t h e  

ceremony, Osimhen, 

Onuachu and Ndidi 

all played key roles in 

N iger ia ' s  AFCON 

2 0 2 5  c a m p a i g n ,  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  

significantly to the 

Super Eagles' overall 

s u c c e s s  a t  t h e  

t o u r n a m e n t  i n  

Morocco.

SUPER EAGLES:- NSC CHAIRMAN MEETS 
CHELLE'S AGENT IN CASABLANCA

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu

A
s the curtains 

draw on the 

2025 Afr ica 

Cup of Nations in 

Morocco, Chairman 

of the National Sports 

Commission, Shehu 

Dikko, has met with 

Abraham Sidibe, the 

agent of Super Eagles 

head coach E r ic  

Chelle.

The future of Chelle 

has become a major 

subject of discussion in 

recent days, following 

reports that several 

countries are showing 

interest in securing the 

services of the Malian 

tactician.

Chelle's impressive 

outing with the Super 

Eagles at the 2025 

AFCON significantly 

e n h a n c e d  h i s  

coaching prof i le ,  

attracting attention 

across the continent.

N i g e r i a ' s  s t r o n g  

performances under 

his guidance have 

further underlined his 

growing reputation.
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AFCON With 
Saheed Afolabi

igeria coach, 

NEric Chelle has 

heaped praises 

on the national team 

p l a y e r s  a f t e r  a n  

exhausting Africa Cup 

Of Nations (AFCON) 

campaign in Morocco.

The Super Eagles had to 

settle for a third place 

finish after the host, 

Morocco stoped them 

from reaching the final.

Chelled confessed that 

he was frustrated the 

players were exhausted 

at one point despite 

giving their all.

The gaffer thumbs up 

the Super Eagles for 

staying resolute and 

loyal to his style of play 

which brought in a 

dynamic team.

"Being a coach is never 

easy. At one point I felt 

d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  n o t  

because the players fell 

short, but because they 

gave everything they 

had until exhaustion. 

Today, as I stand here, I 

feel great pride in them. 

"I am very proud to be 

the coach of  the 

Nigerian national team. 

T h i s  t e a m  g a v e  

everything not only in 

this match, but over the 

past two months and 

throughout a full year of 

continuous work. What 

we achieved did not 

come by chance."

C h e l l e  a d m i t t e d  

managing the players 

took with different 

personalities took a toll 

on him but he was able 

to navigate it to a 

positive impact.

"There was a great deal 

of work done with the 

players.  Bui lding a 

strong group is not easy; 

managing different 

personalities requires 

calm and patience, but 

the players responded 

in the best possible way. 

" The p layers  gave 

everything for me, for 

the coaching staff, and 

for the country. I respect 

t h e m  a l l  a n d  a m  

extremely proud of 

what they delivered. 

This match is not just a 

one-night story, it is part 

of a longer journey that 

concerns the future of 

this team."

The tactician revealed 

that he will build on the 

experience gained at 

the AFCON which will 

serve as the foundation 

for the next phase of 

work.

“We will build on this 

experience, and it will 
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be the foundation for 

the next phase of work. 

We tried different ideas, 

t e s t e d  m u l t i p l e  

a p p r o a c h e s ,  a n d  

learned from every 

situation. Some things 

worked, others did not 

but that is how teams 

develop. What matters 

most to me is clear, this 

team has character, 

commitment, and a 

strong future ahead."

Chelle Sees Bright 
Future For Eagles

Nwabali Praises Instincts In Penalty Shout-Out Triumph 

N
i ge r ia  f i r s t  

c h o i c e  

goalkeeper, 

Stanley Nwabali has 

praised his instincts 

for his heroic saves in 

t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e  

penalty shout-out 

t r i u m p h  a g a i n s t  

E g y p t  a t  t h e  

M o h a m m e d  V  

S t a d i u m ,  

Casablanca.

The Super Eagles 

consoled Nigerians 

with a third place 

finish at the 2025 

A F C O N  a s  t h e y  

couldn't reach the 

f i n a l  o f  t h e  

tournament.

Nwabali said he's 

priority has always 

been helping the 

team win either he 

gets the nod to play 

or not. He urged 

Nigerians to keep 

supporting the team 

despite not winning 

the AFCON title in 

Morocco.

"Mine is just on how to 

help not to play. I just 

want a lot of support 

from our people, the 

country in general 

not for me but the 

team. I might be here 

today, I might not be 

here tomorrow but 

ju s t  suppor t  the  

team," Nwabali told 

the Press at the 

mixed zone of the 

M o h a m m e d  V  

S t a d i u m ,  

Casablanca.

The shot stopper 

added, his instincts 

saved him in the 

penalty shout-out as 

it directed him tythe 

right path.

"It was a very difficult 

match against a 

great Egyptian team. 

Both sides were solid 

and no one wanted 

to make a mistake. 

During the penalty 

shootout, I stayed 

calm. I tried to read 

the takers and trust 

my instinct. 

“Thankfully, it worked 

for us.This victory is 

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

collective effort. The 

d e f e n d e r s  w e r e  

incredible, and the 

entire team stayed 

united until the very 

end."

  Stanley Nwabali 

Eric Chelle

(Live In Morocco)
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AFCON With 
Saheed Afolabi

N
i g e r i a  

m i d f i e l d e r ,  

Fisayo Dele-

Bashiru believes he 

can adapt to play 

any role for the 

n a t i o n a l  t e a m  

following his switch to 

t h e  r i g h t  b a c k  

position in the third 

place Africa Cup Of 

Nations (AFCON) 

game against Egypt 

at the Mohammed V 

S t a d i u m ,  

Casablanca.

T h e  a t t a c k i n g  

midfielder was faced 

with the reality of the 

fullback position as 

he had to defend 

and support  the 

attack of the team 

a g a i n s t  t h e  

Pharaohs.

D e l e - B a s h i r u  

admitted it came as 

a surprise for him to 

switch to the right 

back position in the 

game against Egypt 

but he was able to 

put in his best and 

handled the situation 

well.

H e  c o m m e n d e d  

I w o b i  f o r  h i s  

t e c h n i q u e  i n  

b r e a k i n g  o u t  

opposing defense 

with needle thread 

passes.

"I'm versatile and I'm 

always ready to play 

at the position I'm 

asked to play. Today 

came as a surprise 

but I try to be at my 

best," Dele-Bashiru 

told journalists at the 

mixed zone of the 

M o h a m m e d  V  

S t a d i u m ,  

Casablanca.

"Everyone has their 

time. Iwobi football 

IQ is topnotch. He 

breaks the line with 

great passes. He's a 

high level player."

The midfield maestro 

draws positives from 

the Eagles AFCON 

run which made 

them unbeaten and 

he's proud of winning 

a medal at his first 

c o n t i n e n t a l  

s h o w p i e c e  

tournament.

“We won, we didn't 

lo se  a  game in  

official time and that 

shows that we have 

a very solid team. Of 

course this is my first 

AFCON and coming 

here to win a bronze 

medal is something. 

We came here to win 

the title, that didn't 

happen but we were 

able to draw a lot of 

positives."

N
i g e r i a  

f o r w a r d ,  
Akor Adams 

is fulfilled with his 
performance at his 
debut Africa Cup Of 
Nations (AFCON) in 
Morocco.
Adams have scored 
t w o  g o a l s  a n d  
cont r ibuted two 
assists in six matches 
t o  w r a p  u p  a n  
impressive debut 
AFCON.
The striker describe 
the Super Eagles as 
the best team in the 
tournament despite 
not reaching the 
final of continental 
showpiece.
He said, the AFCON 
has strengthened 
the players bond 
and un i f ied the 
team.

"We are the best 
team. We came for 
the gold but we 
couldn't achieve it 
but we have a very 
s t r o n g  g r o u p , "  
Adams told the Press 
at the mixed zone of 
the Mohammed V 
S t a d i u m ,  
Casablanca.
"Everyone is going 
home with a better 
friendship with the 
next person and a 
better person."
The Sevilla striker 
praised Eric Chelle 
for giving him his first 
AFCON experience 
and hopes he stays 
on as the manager 
of the Eagles.
"We are all grateful 
to Eric Chelle for 
what he has done for 
us as a group in the 
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Adams Excited Over Debut 
AFCON Performance 

(Live In Morocco)

last three weeks. 
Chelle has given me 
the opportunity to 
represent Nigeria.
"Everything for me is 
positive, like you said 

it's my first afcon so 
everything here  is 
positive for me."
Nigeria clinched the 
third place match by 
defeating Egypt 4-2 

via penalty shout-
out.
The Eagles were 
unbeaten in seven 
matches, scored 14 
g o a l s  a n d  

c o n c e d e d  f o u r  
g o a l s  w i t h  f o u r  
subsequent clean 
s h e e t s  i n  t h e  
tournament.

Adams (Middle)

2025 AFCON: I'm Versatile - Dele-Bashiru 
Reacts To Right back Role Against Egypt 

Fisayo Dele-Bashiru 



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g P.40P.

Kunle Awosiyan Adverts: 08025378799

Monday  19th January  - Sunday 25th January 2026


